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Draw what you consider home 
and send it to @spartandaily to be 
featured on Twitter or Instagram.
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In San Jose the average price per square foot is $697, 
compared to $464 in 2000. 
Housing prices have gone up 
by  more than 50% in the last 
10 years, according to Zillow. 
The rising cost of 
housing has made it difficult 
to find affordable homes, 
brought down the standard 
of living and displaced 
many residents and San Jose 
State students. 
With housing being one of 
the most contentious issues 
in our city and campus, 
we wanted to explore how 
people define home and how 
they find it.  
In these next few pages 
we explore how the idea of 
a home is shaped socially, 
culturally and by necessity. 
 EDITOR’S NOTE
What is the object that makes you feel most at home?
Justine Davis
industrial and organizational psychology graduate student
“Probably my cat
because the presence 
in the house makes me 
feel like it’s not just me 
occupying the space.”
ILLUSTRATIONS BY CINDY CUELLAR
Julia Diaz
radio, television and fi lm sophomore
“My grandma’s 
watch that I got. 
After she passed 
away, she reminds 
me of home and 
comfort and fi lls 
me with really 
nice feelings.”
Marie Coates
public health freshman
“It would have to be my guinea pig
because I have gotten really attached 
to her and she’s really sweet. 
Whenever I’m around her I feel really 
comfortable or safe.”
Shivam Kapoor 
business administration senior
“I’d say my PlayStation because 
I set it up in the living room and 
when I go home at night after the 
gym, I make my food, put it on 
the dining table and relax and set 
up something . . . It’s peaceful so 
it makes me feel like I’m at home.”
Dat Tran
software engineering freshman
“One object that re-
minds me of home 
is my blanket
because I like 
to sleep and 
want to be 
comfortable.”
Koby Sin 
aerospace engineering 
freshman
“Probably my bed. Because I spend 
most of my time in it and I love 
sleeping. Every time I’m in bed, it’s 
like I’m home because I sleep in 
it every night and always come 
back to it.
Sebastian Alvarez 
software engineering freshman
“I think that object would 
probably be my game 
console, PS4 or my PC
because that’s pretty much 
what I do when I get home. 
I just turn on the PC, 
watch some videos and do 
all my work on that.”
Raj Sidhu
behavioral science senior
“A picture of my family. 
Anywhere I go, as long as 
I have a picture of them, I 
just feel like I’m at home 
with them, and even though 
I’m far away from them, I 
can still be close to them.”
Brenda Ubaldo 
dietetics  junior
“It’s not technically an 
object but it’s whenever I 
do my cooking which is 
enchiladas. It’s typically 
something that back home 
we have as a family, which 
gives me that feeling of home food.” 
   Jana Kadah, 
Managing Editor
Nicholas Zamora, 
Executive Editor
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Still fighting for resources
Between tutoring children and 
volunteering at soup kitchens 
throughout the week, the only thing 
getting in the way of his community 
service was weekends at his 
part-time job at In-N-Out.
“I was volunteering at soup 
kitchens at the time, we handed out 
food to the people who came by, 
hand-to-hand” said then-sociology 
junior Alejandro Mayorga.
His next opportunity came in the 
form of a whiteboard presentation 
in class put together by sociology 
junior Alura Hennefer in the spring 
of 2018.
She spoke of a club that got 
together every so often to provide 
more resources to people struggling 
with housing insecurities. Her spiel 
on soup kitchens caught his ear.
“I thought the group that 
[Hennefer] was talking about 
mainly participated in community 
service,” he said.
Mayorga said he went to a club 
meeting and quickly realized he 
had inadvertently joined a long-
standing grassroots campaign – the 
Student Homeless Alliance.
“The first thing that went 
through my mind was ‘you need 
to get the hell out of here’ , ” he 
said. “Then Mayra [Bernabe] 
got up and started talking about 
the organization’s three original 
demands.”
The campaign petitioned 
San Jose State administration 
officials for more temporary beds, 
emergency grants and an obligation 
to inform incoming students of 
available housing resources during 
their orientation day.
The club was successful only in 
implementing the last demand.
Almost two months after the 
alliance failed to strike a deal with 
President Mary Papazian for many 
of the same demands, the student 
advocates said newfound support 
from city council members keep 
them optimistic.
Now a senior, Mayorga will 
lead the Student Homeless 
Alliance into fall 2019 after current 
president Mayra Bernabe graduates 
with her bachelor’s degree in 
sociology this May.
“Because the San Jose City 
Council, Mayor [Sam] Liccardo 
and a bunch of other stakeholders 
are coming forward in support of 
[Student Homeless Alliance],” said 
Bernabe. “There is going to be 
great opportunity for real change 
in policies.”
Mayorga said he felt 
“Because the San Jose City Council, Mayor Liccardo and a bunch of other stakeholders are coming forward in 
support of SHA, there is going to be great opportunity for real change in policies.”
MAYRA BERNABE, PRESIDENT OF STUDENT HOMELESS ALLIANCE
PHOTOS BY VICENTE VERA
With current President of the Student Homeless Alliance, Mayra Bernabe (center), graduating with her Bachelor’s of Science in Sociology 
in May, members of the organization say they are confi dent that San Jose State could do more to combat student homelessness.
“goosebumps” after reading the 
March 14 letter sent to Papazian 
by four city council members 
offering to assist the university 
with safe parking programs.
“I just remember reading the 
letter and just smiling like ‘Oh 
my God, how did this happen?’ ” 
he said.
Though safe parking programs 
are supported by many San Jose 
lawmakers, Bernabe said that 
Papazian said allowing students 
to sleep in their cars would be 
inhumane.
As incoming president, Mayorga 
wants the Student Homeless 
Alliance to host a statewide 
conference with other California 
colleges facing similar student 
housing insecurities.
“We also want to get in contact 
with UCLA as well, because they’re 
doing incredible work,” he said. 
“They’re also watching closely 
what we’re doing.”
Though Papazian committed 
on March 5 to house every SJSU 
student, she did not set a time 
frame nor an explanation as to 
how the administration planned to 
achieve this goal.
“We’re really hoping to connect 
students to SJSU Cares, which is a 
really great resource,” said Papazian 
after her meeting with the alliance.
SJSU Cares is a program run out 
of the Financial Aid and Scholarship 
Office, aimed at linking students 
to resources related to combating 
homelessness, food insecurity 
and economic crisis.
Elsa Salgado, incoming vice 
president of the Student Homeless 
Alliance, said she was optimistic the 
university would raise awareness of 
SJSU Cares, but felt the university 
had passed on the responsibility 
of promoting the service to the 
alliance.
“The administration wants 
us to focus on promoting SJSU 
Cares,” said Salgado. “It is a little 
bit problematic if we’re the only 
ones that are supposed to do 
the promoting.”
According to the SJSU Cares 
case manager, Marko Mohlenhoff, 
the service promotes its resources 
through social media, personal 
outreach and presentations on 
campus.
When discussing what drives 
members of the alliance to 
continue demanding change from 
university officials, many pointed 
to the January 2018 California 
State University Chancellor’s Office 
study. The study showed that 
13.2% of San Jose State students 
experienced homelessness in 
the past year.
Alliance member and behavioral 
science senior Brooke Rojas said 
the chancellor’s office classified 
homeless students as described in 
the McKinney–Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act.
The act, signed into law by 
President Ronald Reagan in 
1987, defined homeless children 
as “individuals who lack a fixed, 
regular and adequate nighttime 
residence.”
Under this definition, a student 
could be considered homeless by 
the CSU study if they sleep in a car, 
bench, hotel or shelter.
“The homelessness you see on 
the streets isn’t necessarily the type 
of homelessness that is happening 
to every student,” said Mayorga. 
“Some places are not designated 
as living spaces, such as the space 
SJSU students take up at Grace 
Baptist Church.”
Across the street from the 10th 
Street parking garage, the church 
currently houses approximately four 
students in a separate section of the 
church, pastor Liliana DaValle said.
She said that housing students 
should be a high priority for the 
university so that they can focus 
on earning an education that 
would keep them off the streets in 
the future.
“We want to support them during 
By Vicente Vera
NEWS EDITOR
ALEJANDRO MAYORGA, INCOMING PRESIDENT 
this time so that they can study, they 
can graduate and they can have a 
good job and never be houseless 
again,” said DaValle.
She also mentioned that the 
church has Wi-Fi, kitchen and 
shower facilities. They do not have 
individual rooms for the students, 
but split a portion of a big office 
space on the second floor.
“When we heard the school 
say that it was a liability to have 
students sleeping in their cars, 
I laughed,” said DaValle. “It’s a 
bigger liability to allow them to 
remain houseless.”
As the semester wraps up with 
new leadership in place, and a new 
logo, Student Homeless Alliance 
members said they are united 
in continuing to pressure SJSU 
administration officials for more 
resources and funding for housing 
insecure students.
“I’m super in admiration of 
[Bernabe], seeing how devoted she 
is to helping others,” said Salgado. 
“I will definitely be helping 
[Mayorga] bring in more people 
and make sure they are empowered 
to do something about any issue 
they feel passionate about.”
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Outgoing Student Homeless Alliance president passes torch to new leadership
WATCH THE SHA
DOCUMENTARY 
ON THE SPARTAN 
DAILY YOUTUBE PAGE
The Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., Library is the biggest 
library west of the Mississippi 
River and provides San Jose 
State students with a place to 
study, relax and learn. 
But for one Spartan, who 
asked to be identified as a 
white, male graduate student 
and called Mike, the library 
is his home for three days 
a week.
“The library is a refuge,” 
Mike said. “You can learn 
everything at the library.”
He came to SJSU partly 
because of the 24-hour access 
to the library, but never imag-
ined he would be living in it.
A super-duper commuter, 
Mike lives in Davis for half 
of the week and in the library 
for the remaining days. He is 
constantly commuting, so he’s 
unable to work a regular job. 
With high housing prices 
in San Jose, Mike said it’s not 
worth finding a place just for 
a few days a week.
His parents are barely hold-
ing onto their mortgage, he 
said, so they can’t financially 
help him. His mom was diag-
nosed with cancer more than 
a decade ago, but his family is 
still paying off the debt from 
an ambulance bill  that insur-
ance didn’t cover.
Mike said his friends have 
offered him places to stay, but 
he didn’t feel comfortable tak-
ing those offers.
“I am a prideful person, 
and don’t like to rely on the 
kindness of strangers,” he said.
He is tied to Davis because 
his fiancee lives there.
“She’s not stoked about it,” 
Mike said, referring to his cur-
rent living situation.
He carries a backpack with 
him that was purchased with 
his community college Pell 
Grant funding. Inside the 
bag is a change of clothes, 
some food, his laptop, books 
and notebooks.
Despite staying overnight 
in the library, Mike has never 
had any problems, and said 
the custodians are friendly.
“I like to know who’s here 
on my floor,” said a grave-
yard shift library custodian, 
who asked to be identified 
as Dolores.
She explained that she chats 
with students in the library 
after midnight, and said she 
has seen at least five students 
she believes are homeless.
“They’re the same ones 
that are always around,” 
Dolores said. “With bags, 
big backpacks.”
Big backpacks are not the 
only indicator to Dolores that 
a student may be homeless. 
She also explained that some 
students will wear the same 
clothes every day they’re at 
the library.
However, students working 
for the library said there are 
not many ways to tell if stu-
dents are housing insecure.
“We scan [IDs] every day of 
the week as long as extended 
hours is a thing, but we only 
do it once,” said Simon Tran, 
an employee at the library.
Tran explained that he 
usually accompanies security 
officers once a night to scan 
student IDs on each floor. 
Beyond that, the University 
Police Department will only 
patrol floors if there are emer-
gencies, Tran said.
“Unless it’s, like, really 
obvious, like their eyes are so 
bloodshot . . . then I would 
be really concerned,” Tran 
said. That’s happened, like, 
twice. Besides that I’m not 
really sure.”
Tran did not know of any 
other ways of spotting out 
homeless students.
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 
THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2019 NEWS4
Comparing basic needs across CSU campuses
Follow Mauricio and Kunal 
on Twitter
@mslaplantenews
@legoktm
By Mauricio La Plante 
& Kunal Mehta
STAFF WRITERS
Follow Kunal on Twitter
@legoktm
By Kunal Mehta 
STAFF WRITER
PHOTO COURTESEY OF FRANCISCA VELASCO  | GOLDEN GATE XPRESS
Left: Marko Mohlenhoff, the student affairs case manager for SJSU Cares, prepares brownies outside of the Spartan Food Pantry. 
Right: Amy Rodriguez hands out pears during San Francisco State’s weekly food pantry on Oct. 1, 2018.
Homelessness and food 
insecurity are well known 
problems at San Jose State. 
But, they are also problems 
plaguing the entire California 
State University system.
A January 2018 study 
commissioned by the CSU 
Chancellor’s office found that 
10.9% of students reported 
being homeless at least once 
in 2017 and 41.6% of CSU 
students reported experienc-
ing food insecurity.
The statistics at SJSU are 
just slightly higher compared 
to the CSU system – 13.2% 
of students reported being 
homeless at least once in the 
past 12 months and 42.6% 
of students reported being 
food insecure.
To reduce ambiguity, the 
survey used definitions of 
homelessness from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) 
and the U.S. Department of 
Education (DOE).
HUD designated home-
lessness as living in a place 
“not meant for human 
habitation.” The DOE defines 
being homeless as “lack[ing] 
a fixed, regular and adequate 
nighttime residence.”
Both definitions were used 
to determine if someone was 
homeless for the survey.
SJSU  is attempting to 
make strides to address these 
basic needs problems.
In March, SJSU President 
Mary Papazian committed to 
housing every student who 
needed it. 
The university also opened 
a permanent food pantry 
later in the month to help 
students struggling to afford 
proper meals.
Some students fell into 
the sub-category of very 
low food security, which is 
defined as “reports of multi-
ple indications of disrupted 
eating patterns and reduced 
food intake.”
The high statistics don’t 
necessarily mean that SJSU 
is doing a worse job than 
other CSU’s, but we can try to 
compare them. 
Rashida Crutchfield, a 
professor in the School of 
Social Work at California 
State University, Long Beach 
who conducted the study, 
said in an email to, “Consider 
campuses that have similar 
demographics for income 
and race.” 
To  look at income, The 
New York Times’ College 
Mobility project looked 
at anonymous tax filings 
to determine median par-
ent income for students 
attending college. While 
not a direct measure of stu-
dents’ income levels, it can 
serve as a useful proxy.
   The closest CSU campus-
es to SJSU were San Diego 
State, San Francisco State and 
Cal State San Marcos, which 
had a median parent income 
of $94,500, $97,800, $90,700 
and $89,700 respectively.
For race, the CSU publish-
es ethnic group enrollment 
figures. Aside from students 
who identify as Asian-
American, of which SJSU has 
a disproportionate amount 
compared to other CSU 
campuses, the most similar 
campuses are SF State and 
Cal Poly Pomona, according 
to fall 2018 data.
Because SF State has simi-
lar demographics and income 
levels to SJSU, we can look at 
what programs and resources 
it offers compared to SJSU. 
In terms of housing, both 
SJSU and SF State provide 
emergency short-term hous-
ing in the dorms and have 
emergency loans and grants 
available to students.
According to a February 
2018 CSU report, SJSU also 
funds security deposits for 
students transitioning into 
long-term housing, and can 
serve as a liaison between stu-
dents and rental companies.
Both universities have a 
food pantry to help students 
with food insecurity, though 
the availability of services 
differs. At SF State, the food 
pantry is open once a week 
on Mondays, according to 
their website.
SJSU used to only have 
mobile food pantries once a 
month, but students prefer 
the new permanent facility.
“It’s more convenient 
because its open everyday,” 
software engineering senior 
Aaron John said.
Economics senior Anahita 
Biglari agreed.
“The problem was it was 
at a specific time, so if you 
had class then, you couldn’t 
go the entire semester,” 
Biglari said. “Here you can go 
whenever you like.”
SJSU additionally has a 
campus garden where stu-
dents can pick fresh fruits 
and vegetables for free.
Crutchfield said that the 
figures from the CSU-wide 
study conducted in 2018 may 
no longer be an accurate pic-
ture of today, though the 
needle could have moved in 
either direction.
“Like many social issues 
that come to light, it may 
be that responses to the 
problem have helped sup-
port students and assisted 
them in stabilizing,” she 
said. “On the other hand, 
as awareness is raised, it 
is possible that we could 
see the prevalence go up 
because students may 
begin to feel more com-
fortable to disclose their 
experiences.”
Without more recent 
survey information, it’s 
hard to measure whether 
the steps SJSU and other 
CSU campuses are taking 
to improve students’ access 
to basic needs resources is 
helping.
“I do think it is import-
ant to have ongoing stud-
ies in order to under-
stand how our efforts are 
supporting students over 
time,” Crutchfield said.
Like many social issues that come to 
light, it may be that the responses to the 
problem have helped support students 
and assisted them in stabilizing.
Rashida Crutchfi eld
Social Work professor
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“It’s harder to tell if stu-
dents are displaced,” Tran 
said. “Anyone comes in with 
any type of clothing, like 
there are people in pajamas 
who walk in and out of here 
all the time.”
When library staff spot 
students sleeping, they are 
supposed to contact security 
officers Tran said.
“We do get concerned 
if there is a student who is 
sleeping in the library and we 
do wake [them up] and we do 
talk to them,” Tran said. “I say 
we as in mostly security [offi-
cers], like, students, we don’t 
engage, we’re not trained 
to engage.” 
Tran said that, to his 
knowledge, no student has 
reached out to security offi-
cers or library staff about 
being housing insecure.
However, Dolores is 
around students more as 
she works  on one of the 
upper floors.
Dolores learned that stu-
dents sleep in their cars, if not 
in the library, depending on 
their circumstances.
“This one girl, she was 
in her car for three weeks,” 
Dolores said.
Dolores explained she has 
met students who lost their 
housing or have extensive 
commutes to escape the high 
cost of living near campus.
“One day there was a stu-
dent, she had a lot of boxes 
and luggage,” Dolores said. 
“Security had to help her get 
out of here.”
The library is not meant 
for human habitation, but 
Mike said he doesn’t consider 
himself homeless.
“I have access to a lot more 
resources than most people,” 
he said.
Mike said he could tap 
into his student loans, but he 
would have to pay them back 
in five years. 
“It’s easy to get crushed by 
debt and I’m terrified of being 
crushed by it,” he said.
So, while he has money in 
his bank account, he does not 
consider it to be his money.
But, he has found his expe-
rience living in the library 
eye-opening. Mike said he 
hopes to use this experience 
to help people struggling 
with homelessness not feel 
like an eyesore.
Growing up in a small 
town, he didn’t see homeless 
people. Now, he finds it weird 
that people pretend homeless 
people don’t exist.
“I make a conscious effort 
to smile to people,” Mike said.
In March, Mike joined 
the Student Homeless 
Alliance before the group 
met with SJSU President 
Mary Papazian.
“I admire what [the 
Student Homeless Alliance] 
is doing,” he said.
Ultimately, he said he 
wants to be a community col-
lege teacher.
“If I can’t help anyone, the 
least I can do is not hurt any-
one,” he said.
Library houses 
Spartans at night
We do get concerned if there is a student 
who is sleeping in the library we do wake 
[them up] and we do talk to them.
Simon Tran
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Library employee 
Mike looks out from the library, where he’s made a home between the shelves.
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“I want to take [that] 
area and make it green 
because frankly, the only 
green we have on cam-
pus is, you know, around 
Tower [Hall] only,” said 
Faas. “The field will be 
used for outdoor activities 
and lounging.” 
Faas said he hopes to 
break ground next year. 
“It’ll be a faster build 
than the Interdisciplinary 
Science Building. I think 
they could come on line 
at the same time,” said 
Faas. “That’s a two-and-
a-half-year build cycle, 
this is a two-year build 
cycle. We don’t have 
to wait.” 
Googleville to add jobs, update city
New rec center changes CV3 dorm designs
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The $110 million 
sale of roughly 11 acres 
of public land is sub-
ject to radical change 
by Google. The sale was 
unanimously approved by 
the San Jose City Council 
on Dec. 5, 2018. 
This change has the 
possibility of bringing in 
20,000 to 25,000 new jobs 
to San Jose.
Joe Pereira, 44, is a 
general contractor and 
has lived within a mile of 
Diridon Station for about 
nine years. 
“I like the idea. I thought 
about it before I knew the 
whole idea, even the neigh-
bors who bought it after 
they like the idea,” Pereira 
said. “This whole area, 
downtown needs a boost. 
I’ve lived in San Jose my 
whole life. I think it would 
be a boost of economy.” 
In an area currently 
ruled by vacant industri-
al buildings and parking 
lots, San Jose Mayor Sam 
Liccardo called the sale an 
important “first step.” 
Liccardo said during 
a press conference that 
Google will help the city 
achieve a vibrant mixed use 
of development, meaning 
more businesses and stores.
The community will  see 
change to the area sur-
rounding Diridon Station 
in the future. 
According to Google’s 
proposal to the City 
Council, the company has 
plans that involve turn-
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Though San Jose State 
planned to build more 
dorm space for students, 
university leaders are now 
reconsidering the plans all 
together because of the new 
Spartan Recreation and 
Aquatic Center.
While the develop-
ment of the building is 
starting within the next 
couple years, the con-
struction plans for it have 
been changed. 
“I just don’t want to put 
up a 10-story or 20-story 
building . . . if it’s cast-
ing a shadow [where] you 
don’t get the sun on this 
beautiful new structure we 
just put together,” said Vice 
President of Finance and 
Administration, Charlie 
Faas regarding the com-
plications that Campus 
Village 3 might pose on the 
new pools. 
In President Mary 
Papazian’s 2018 fall wel-
come address, she public-
ly announced plans for a 
new dorm building, CV3, 
to replace Washburn Hall, 
known as “the Bricks.”
The Spartan Daily 
reported last August that the 
building will feature 
1,600 beds in a 15-story 
building and will begin 
development in Fall 2018. 
It also reported that the 
project will be ready for 
occupancy in 2020. 
Originally, two-thirds 
of the dorm rooms were 
set to be built apartment 
style to accommodate 
upperclassmen. 
Faas and Vice President 
of Student Affairs Patrick 
Day said they are discussing 
the demand for housing for 
each class and will decided 
by August.
Faas mentioned that a 
private off-campus develop-
ment called the “Graduate 
Tower” could be a factor in 
the lesser demand for
upperclassmen and 
the greater demand for 
more freshman housing 
in CV3. 
In April 2018, the 
Spartan Daily report-
ed that the 19-story 
tower is set to open in 
2020, and will feature 
1,039 beds in 260 units. 
In the article, students 
expressed their concerns 
for more affordable hous-
ing rather than new ame-
nities.  
For Washburn resident 
and psychology freshman 
Kevin Pham, the experi-
ence of living in “The 
Bricks” is much more 
valuable than hav-
ing a more modern and 
expensive building. 
“I chose to live at 
Washburn because it was 
a cheaper option than the 
other buildings,” said Pham, 
“Washburn’s small, little 
community is much more 
worthy than having a 
taller building.” 
CV3 is planned to have 
a two to three-story plat-
form that will include a 
dining and retail area. One 
or two towers will come 
up above the platform and 
house students. 
The price for building 
CV3 is still being dis-
cussed, but Faas said it will 
largely be determined by 
the expected occupancy 
and the cost of building 
the amenities that CV3 
will provide. 
“Replacing Washburn 
for a new building will 
definitely remove a piece 
of history of the school, 
but it will create a lot 
more housing which we 
all know is already a 
huge problem here,” said 
undeclared freshman 
Adam Bluhm. 
The university will not 
only knock down Washburn 
for CV3, but after full com-
pletion of the structure, The 
Dining Commons will be 
removed and replaced with 
a large grass field. 
I just don’t want to put a 10-story or 
20-story building . . . if it’s casting a 
shadow [where] you don’t get the sun 
on this beautiful new structure we just 
put together. 
Charlie Faas
Vice President of Finance and Administration
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ing the areas surrounding 
Diridon Station into homes, 
hotels, offices, restaurants 
and retail stores. 
Jonathan Deo, 36, 
works for the County 
of Santa Clara and has 
been living in his home 
within a mile of Diridon 
Station for about four 
years.
“It’s probably going 
to bring in more con-
gestion,” Deo said.
“I am hopeful that who-
ever does work at the 
Google complex does live 
in the area, because I think 
there’s a lot to be said for 
folks having investment in 
the community for which 
they work.” 
He continued, “San 
Jose’s downtown core 
has really needed to be 
revitalized for a long time. 
There can be positive and 
negatives to this whole 
thing.”
However, there are also 
skeptical community mem-
bers who believe this 
mega deal with Google will 
displace thousands of  San 
Jose residents in the 
surrounding areas of 
the new development, 
according to Serve 
the People. 
Serve the People is a grass-
roots group comprised of 
migrants, immigrants and 
workers looking to keep 
out future exploitation. 
“Is rent to increase? 
Possibly. Only 15% of 
San Jose is zoned for 
commercial use, the rest 
is residential. We need 
jobs,” said San Jose pub-
lic information manager 
Elisabeth Handler. 
There are concerns that 
the build will send home 
prices soaring and push 
vulnerable people out of 
the city.
Sandy Perry, presi-
dent of the Affordable 
Housing Network of Santa 
Clara County, said in an 
interview with San Jose 
Spotlight, “Google should 
end homelessness in 
San Jose and then ask to 
come in.” 
The city council meet-
ing did not go smooth-
ly, starting with around a 
dozen protesters chanting 
and delaying the meeting 
for around 45 minutes. 
Eight protesters who 
chained themselves to 
their seats were removed 
from the meeting by police 
and were released the 
next morning. 
The Spartan Daily 
reported that the protest-
ers held up a sign that said 
“Googleville,” chanting, 
“say it loud, say it clear, 
Google you are not wel-
come here,” and “We won’t 
be displaced, we won’t 
be erased.”
After peacefully being 
escorted out of the coun-
cil chamber, city coun-
cil members deliberated 
about plans for the Diridon 
Station for more than 
eight hours. 
They came to a 
unanimous decision 
to work with Google 
in order to expand 
the city. 
This would not be the 
first time the large com-
pany has made changes to 
city development. 
Ac c o rd i n g  t o 
the Public Press
in March of 2017, the 
Mountain View City 
Counci l  approved 
Google’s plan to con-
struct a two-level 595,000 
square-foot office build-
ing, and remove 196 
heritage trees on its 
18.6 acre Charleston 
East Campus.
T h e  c omp a ny 
also agreed to build 
10,000 homes and 
apartments in the 
area nearby.
On March 12, San Jose 
City Council approved 
taller building codes 
for the Diridon Station 
area where buildings may 
increase their height from 
70 to 150 feet, making 
more room for Google’s 
urban development. 
According to a 
city-commissioned study, 
a height increase would 
dramatically boost the 
city’s revenue.
With the current plan 
generating $8.5 million 
in annual revenue tax, tall-
er building codes would 
bring in $12.5 million to 
the City of San Jose, 
said San Jose econom-
ic development director 
Kim Walesh.
Currently, no construc-
tion has been started for 
“Googleville,” but Google 
is developing a plan for 
the buildings for the city 
council to approve in the 
next year.
This whole area, 
downtown needs 
a boost. I’ve lived 
in San Jose my 
whole life. I think 
it would be a 
boost of economy.
Joe Pereira
San Jose general contractor
Demand for on-campus housing 
has forced many students to place 
their names on a wait-list, with no 
guarantee of a dorm.
Students who do not make the 
cut may have to navigate a list of 
rentals within their budget. 
Raul Peralez, San Jose City 
District 3 Council member and San 
Jose State alumnus, was in a similar 
predicament the past few months, 
after being evicted from his home 
with his wife, son and two dogs.
“It actually wasn’t as scary, if 
anything that was one of the big 
hurdles,” said Peralez. “We were 
looking for something around what 
we had been paying before, around 
[$2,400], $2,500 a month. There 
was absolutely nothing.”
Peralez’s family had a 90-day 
notice of their eviction, so it was 
not a shock. 
During the few months they 
had before being forced out, 
they looked for a home to rent 
with at least two bedrooms and 
a space for his two dogs.
The council member 
explained that he and his wife 
eventually raised their rent 
budget to $3,000, and were 
able to find more than a 
dozen places. 
But problems arose while 
finding a spot that would 
allow the family’s two dogs. 
“As soon as we denoted we 
had a couple dogs, it literally went 
down to, like, three places,” Peralez 
said. “That was one of the other 
big factors . . . the price 
point was one, 
absolutely, 
b u t 
on top of it, you’ve got a growing 
family, you’ve got a couple of pets, 
so it’s even harder.”
On Zillow, a search for houses 
that have rent prices between $2,500 
and $3,000, allow pets and have two 
bedrooms came up with one result 
within San Jose city limits.
“At first I was very surprised,” 
said Mayra Bernabe, president of 
SJSU’s Student Homeless Alliance 
and sociology senior, explaining her 
initial reaction to Peralez’s eviction.
To Bernabe, it showed that no 
one is immune to the affordable 
housing crisis.
“Something has to be done 
because it’s not just affecting 
our students, and our regular 
community but also our city 
leaders,” Bernabe said.
After making demands to the 
university to bring more resources 
for homeless students in December, 
the alliance started to form a 
relationship with Council member 
Peralez.
“He’s a fellow Spartan too, so it 
was great for him to take the time 
to meet with us,” Bernabe said. “He 
really wanted to hear what we had 
to say and our concerns.”
Peralez hopes that his situation 
can show his constituents that he 
is a tenant and has struggled with 
finding housing that he can afford 
like many of them.
“I have shared it before 
in different conversations 
that I am a renter, but 
it’s not something that 
was just common 
knowledge,” Peralez 
said. “Unfortunately, 
at a lot of council 
meetings you will hear 
community members 
come forward and 
just assume that 
everybody on the 
council and the 
mayor own their own 
homes.”
The City Council will 
receive a 22% raise for 
a salary of $125,000, 
which will go into 
effect July 1, 
according to 
San Jose 
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Council member evicted
By Mauricio La Plante, Staff  Writer 
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Raul Peralez speaks with his wife Victoria Ramirez on campus. 
Spotlight. In 2018, salaries were 
$97,000.
The Mercury News reported that 
only 28% of neighborhoods in San 
Jose were affordable for families 
with incomes equivalent of 
$100,000, as of 2018. 
The report defined affordability 
as “spending no more than 30% of 
pretax income on housing.”
This comes months after the 
approval of a massive land sale to 
Google by the city, which received 
a unanimous vote from the council.
“I think before the Google 
land sale, we reached out to all 
council members, and it was really 
disheartening to see what the vote 
was,” said Valeria Tinoco, a former 
SJSU student and member of Serve 
th People, an activist group in San 
Jose.
The group staged a protest and 
disruption that forced police to 
clear the city council chambers 
and arrest several of their members 
during the meeting that the deal 
was approved, in December of 
last year.
Now, Tinoco said Peralez’s 
eviction should be a reality 
check on how sparse affordable 
housing is.
“I also think it reflects what 
San Jose residents face everyday,” 
Tinoco said. “Even our council 
member can’t afford to live here 
and find affordable housing.”
Peralez has said the council needs 
to find a balance between bringing 
business and affordable housing to 
San Jose.
“As we approve project like the 
coming Google project and the 
development around Diridon, 
the council here has an obligation 
to ensure that we don’t just focus 
on market rate development, and 
we’re not focusing on the affordable 
housing that will be needed,” 
Peralez said. 
Bernabe hopes that students 
become more aware of Peralez’s role 
in the city and who is representing 
them. 
“Our representatives, our leaders, 
even here as a school, like our 
student government they’re being 
our voice,” Bernabe said. “If we’re 
not aware of who are those people 
and what are they doing, what do 
they stand for. They’re making 
changes that are affecting us.”
Students crack code for home insecurity
By Adam Yoshikawa 
STAFF WRITER
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Project HTH (Helping the Homeless) and other competing teams start the second day of the 
hackathon by immediately working on their projects after brainstorming the first day. 
Through one line of code 
at a time, groups of computer 
science and engineering students 
fought against homelessness 
in this year’s hackathon. They 
came up with many new ideas 
and projects targeting the 
homelessness issue in San Jose.
The San Jose State student 
organization San Jose Hacks 
teamed up with Rocket Software 
and IBM, and held its second 
annual hackathon last weekend. 
There were 15 teams and more 
than 100 participants gathered 
in the Spartan Complex. 
“We thought the most 
pressing, prevalent issue we see 
every day is homelessness,” Joe 
Sacco, the senior director of 
Rocket Software in Campbell 
said. “I don’t think you can live 
in the Bay Area and not think 
this is an issue. That’s why we 
chose homelessness.”
Rocket Software started in 
1990 and develops software for 
some of the biggest companies 
in the world with 23 offices 
across the globe.
“Rocket is all about building 
software, but building software 
that matters,” said Sacco.
Students were given the topic 
of homelessness around San Jose 
on the first day of the two-day 
hackathon. Within the two days, 
they had to develop technology-
driven solutions that address 
the issue.
“All you need is an idea. You 
can be any major. There will 
always be [computer science] 
majors at the hackathon,” 
said Director of Operations 
of San Jose Hacks Kishore 
Vegiraju, who is a mathematics 
senior. “Startups are built at 
hackathons, coding isn’t 
necessary to be at a hackathon,” 
Organizers addressed 
different types of challenges 
to the participants: efficiently 
getting supplies to people in 
need, approving the process of 
acquiring supplies, connecting 
people who need a place to 
stay with shelter programs and 
tracking and monitoring the 
health status and medical needs 
of homeless people.
There were many ideas 
from all teams in order to 
address these challenges from 
different aspects.
The winning project was 
Home++, a mobile application 
which allows homeless people 
to look for resources they need. 
For example, if homeless 
people are in search of food, 
they send the word “food” to 
the system and the app will 
map out the nearest food pantry 
in response. 
Home++ was developed 
by biology graduate student 
Eugenie Zhu, software 
engineering junior Viet Dinh, 
computer science graduate 
students Jacob Chow and 
Su Kim.
The second place mobile 
app project, Pistachio, rounds 
up the users’ card transactions 
to the next dollar and donates 
the difference to local homeless 
charities/organizations. 
That program was created 
and developed by computer 
science graduate students 
Akshat Giri and Mojmir 
Vystavil, computer engineering 
sophomore Hyeonmin Song and 
computer science sophomore 
Mark Mathew. 
Other projects included an 
app that records the location 
and description of a homeless 
person that can be sent to a 
local outreach program. The 
program would reward the user 
with printable coupons through 
the exchange of points that 
are acquired. 
“This is my first hackathon. 
And it’s awesome to see some 
professors working with actual 
people from companies, it’s quite 
cool,” said software engineer 
sophomore Maya Halabi. “IBM 
told us about the mainframe 
that they developed, so we’re 
trying to incorporate it into our 
program.”
Some students even merged 
their teams together, which was 
not expected by organizers. 
However, San Jose Hacks 
President Akshey Nama said the 
collaboration showed winning 
the hackathon comes second to 
finding a viable solution that 
can help the homeless.
“You can be from any 
background as long as you 
have the drive to learn and do 
something,” Nama said. “We 
have workshops available for 
our hackathons, even if you’re 
a business major or psychology 
or anything for you to learn 
yourself.” 
Judges of the competition 
were employees from Rocket 
Software and IBM, SJSU faculty 
and an SJSU alumnus who 
started his own company. 
The winners will have the 
opportunity to bring their 
project to fruition by working 
with Rocket Software and IBM 
engineers. 
We thought the most pressing, prevalent issue 
we see every day is homelessness . . . That’s 
why we chose homelessness. 
Joe Sacco 
senior director of Rocket Software
Follow Mauricio on Twitter
@quesuertelaplante
Follow Adam on Instagram
@yoshi_kawa_
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 
THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2019CULTURE 7
These are a few of my favorite things
In Chinese folk religion and mythology, people be-
lieve there are spirits in all places. Chinese people 
worship the deities in every corner of their houses. 
In the 19th century, when Chinese people migrat-
ed to Malaysia, they believed that there was a lo-
cal spirit in the foreign land and named it “Datuk 
Gong.” As a title of respect, Datuk and Gong come 
from the Malay and Mandarin languages, respective-
ly. The altar of Datuk Gong is usually placed on the 
fl oor outside the house.
Huan Xun Chan - Malaysian-Chinese
This necklace is called Coração de Viena. 
It’s a traditional Portuguese heirloom that 
has been in my family for more than 100 
years. We cherish it greatly, and looking at 
it reminds me of the rest of my family back 
in Portugal, waiting for my return.
Eduardo Teixeira - Portuguese
My dad purchased this sign in Old Town, 
San Diego for my mom. It now hangs in our 
kitchen, because my mom was known for 
making salsa for parties and family 
get-togethers.
Myla La Bine - Mexican
Arabic calligraphy is one of my favorite 
art forms. In Arabic it is called khatt 
(ﻂﺧ), derived from the word ‘line,’ or 
‘design.’ Words are often drawn to 
create different images. In our house, 
we have a carved wooden wall piece 
that has all the cities in Syria written to 
form the shape of Syria. 
Jana Kadah - Syrian
This display case in my home is part of a 
larger narrative that goes beyond being from 
Malaysia, but of being someone from 
Southeast Asia. This region of thriving and 
developing countries is so rich in tradition 
and strength that they deserve more recog-
nition and appreciation in the world. Being 
a Southeast Asian represents resilience, and 
that’s exactly why my family chooses to honor 
that in our home.
Winona Rajamohan - Southeast Asian
PAGE DESIGN BY EDUARDO TEIXEIRA
People from all ethnic backgrounds often decorate their homes to represent their culture.
Editors share cultural items they treasure that turn their living space into a home. 
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Hometown homeless hit hardships 
By Adam Yoshikawa, Staff Writer
Walking down the streets of downtown San 
Jose, you may pass by some people you don’t 
even know are homeless or struggling to fi nd 
a place to sleep for the night ahead of them. 
With the hot sun beating down on San Jose 
in the last few weeks, many homeless people 
try to fi nd shade in any way possible. 
San Jose Native Robert Overby fi nds his 
shade in the parks under big trees, where he 
may take a long rest from carrying all of his be-
longings in garbage bags slung over his shoul-
ders. 
“Homeless people need the same things 
people need who aren’t homeless,” Overby 
said. “What’s happening now is that you need 
a computer with internet service and a cred-
it card. If you don’t have that, you’re out of 
society really.” 
Overby understands the reason behind the 
negative thoughts placed on homeless people.
“A large [percentage] of the homeless [peo-
ple] are drug addicts or mentally ill,” said Over-
by. “I just saw a meth head get up and walking 
out of there [Wells Fargo] earlier.”
Overby has been homeless since 1986 – 
during Reagan’s presidency. He blames his 
homelessness on baseball Hall of Famer Dave 
Stieb, who played for the Toronto Blue Jays. 
Overby said he lost all of his money gam-
bling on sports. He said it was psychologically 
damaging not to come back to money which 
he gambled away. His last job was being a 
busser for a restaurant, although in the end he 
ended up losing his job. 
According to a 2017 homeless census and 
survey by the city of San Jose, there are more 
than 4,300 homeless people in San Jose. 
Seventy-four percent of homeless people 
are unsheltered, which is more than 3,180 
people looking for shelter every night in 
San Jose, according to the 2017 San Jose 
Homeless Census & Survey.
“Last night, I slept in a fi eld and just put 
away my tent this morning,” said a 52-year-old 
homeless man who goes by Darren. 
A big struggle of being homeless for Darren 
is simply fi nding somewhere to sleep at night.
With his mountain bike packed with his be-
longings, Darren lives a nomadic life moving 
from area to area. 
He hopes of fi nding a shelter for the night 
but never forgets to have his guitar and ukulele. 
From a young age, Darren has spent most 
of his life playing guitar and can be seen sing-
ing aloud while strumming his strings on the 
streets of San Jose. 
Darren was born in Kansas and has moved 
to many diff erent places. He made it to San 
Jose in the last decade and is still homeless. 
Being handicapped and homeless in down-
town San Jose can be tough for those without 
any assistance.
Jonathan Washington is handicapped and 
has been homeless for more than a year. Wash-
ington was shot years ago by a home intruder 
that left  him in a wheelchair.
Washington was evicted from his house-
hold later on for not making house payments. 
Now he is left  on the streets going through 
trash cans for any spare plastic bottles to recy-
cle them as a source of some income. 
He said one of the hardest things about be-
ing homeless is simply fi nding somewhere to 
sleep at night, especially in extreme weathers 
such as the heat or rain. 
“I don’t have an ID since mine’s expired,” 
he said. 
According to the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) you must have 
an address in order to have a residential 
ID renewed. 
But in 2016, Gov. Jerry Brown signed Bill 
1733 into law for anyone experiencing home-
lessness. Th is law will give free IDs to anyone 
who verifi es homelessness by nonprofi t agen-
cies that submit a DL-932 form to the DMV. 
Th is newly-passed law will hopefully give 
homeless people an easier life by having 
proper identifi cation.
San Jose State students are lonelier than ever
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When students start their college 
journey, they tend to picture making a 
group of friends that become family and 
creating a home away from home to help 
ease the process of being in a new setting.
However, for some students, the 
transition into making friends and 
enjoying the experience of college does 
not happen as quickly as they would 
like, which creates a sense of loneliness 
for them.
Giselle Arellano began her college 
experience excited to know her 
cousin would be a part of her new 
academic journey. 
However, to Arellano, getting only a 
year to attend school with her cousin 
seemed like the hands on the clock had 
slipped away too quickly, leaving her to 
face her remaining college years alone. 
“My cousin was the one that always 
was there to help me. After that I felt 
like I no longer had family around,” 
said Arellano.
Arellano spent countless months 
walking the halls of San Jose State with a 
sense of sadness knowing her one close 
friend had graduated.
She had no choice but to create a new 
path to follow and to seek guidance in 
new places. 
Without her confidante, Arellano 
questioned where her new purpose 
would come from and if that creeping 
feeling of loneliness in her chest would 
eventually subside.
Being surrounded by roommates and 
classmates was not enough to fill the 
void left behind from Arellano’s cousin, 
because it often seemed there was still 
something missing.
“I loved my roommates and loved the 
classes I was taking, but I felt like I just 
needed something more than what I 
already had,” said Arellano.
Waves of students step onto a new 
university campus every year where 
people or places don’t look familiar. 
For a multitude of college students, 
having to begin school in a new 
and intimidating place leads to an 
overwhelming feeling of loneliness. 
At SJSU, 59.5% of college students 
reported feeling very lonely any time 
in the last 12 months, according to the 
2018 SJSU National Collegiate Health 
Assessment.
Loneliness for college students can 
stem from the effects of being homesick. 
According to University of Northern 
Iowa’s Student Wellness Studies 
Department, “Homesickness affects 
approximately 1 million, or about 7% of 
those students.”
Some students try to alleviate 
being homesick by staying in contact 
with their family members through a 
phone screen. 
“I always stayed in contact with my 
parents and best friends as much as I 
could. FaceTiming them was something 
I was so grateful to have in order to 
contact them and let them know how I 
was doing,” Arellano said.
Child and adolescent development 
junior Christine Chin said she relates 
to the feeling of becoming lonely during 
her college career. 
Chin recalled uprooting her 
community college life to pursue an 
education at SJSU, where she had 
no choice but to start a new life in 
San Jose and begin the process of
 making new friends. 
“Since transferring to SJSU, I basically 
had to start all over again and that’s 
where I started feeling lonely,” she said. 
Although there were plenty of 
roadmaps on campus guiding her to 
certain buildings, there was no roadmap 
to give Chin a direction that would 
lead her to make friends and become 
happy again.
“I knew no one and didn’t know where 
to start, which led me to second guess my 
abilities in socializing and putting myself 
out there,” said Chin. 
With a ring of sadness Chin explained, 
“When I am at home, I know what I can 
do. At SJSU, it feels like I’m just another 
student, as I don’t know who exactly 
I am yet.”
In a moment of attempting to rid 
themselves of loneliness, some students 
try to keep up their social life back home 
as well as at school. 
However, this leads to a tug of war 
between the two settings.
“Going back home felt weird and 
out of place at the same time. I needed 
to remake my circle of support and 
guidance, especially with people locally,” 
said Arellano.
According to the same Student 
Wellness Studies report, a total of 22.3% 
of students reported they felt things 
were hopeless. 
“I’ve made a few friends here and there 
in my first semester, but none where I 
feel completely comfortable calling up 
to hang out or talk,” said Chin.
Arellano, who had once taken comfort 
in being able to keep in touch with family 
through FaceTime calls, started to feel 
that her one lifeline to staying connected 
with family was slipping away.
Because she had other tasks at hand 
besides family, she realized how tough 
it was to focus on homework, keep in 
touch at home and keep her grades high. 
“My academics started to get harder 
and time to do that was spread thin, 
leading for me to text them and not 
really be able to fully indulge in an hour 
conversation,” said Arellano.
Becoming lonely in college is an 
experience many students suffer 
through, and being away from home is 
not an easy job for all students. 
Building a new home in college could 
help students feel happier at school.
“I feel that no matter if one is a freshman 
or a transfer, a sense of belonging at 
San Jose State is really important,” 
said Arellano.
Since transferring to SJSU, 
I basically had to start all 
over again and that’s where I 
started feeling lonely. 
Christine Chin
Child and adolescent development junior 
By Victoria Franco and Cindy Cuellar, Staff Writers
San Jose native Robert 
Overby, who has been 
homeless since 1986, 
lies down for a nap 
in the grass at 
Plaza de 
Cesar 
Chavez.
ADAM YOSHIKAWA | SPARTAN DAILY
Members of the 
San Jose homeless 
community struggle to 
gain access to benefi ts
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Assessment  reveals many students have felt isolated in the past year
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Political science senior Shishay 
Sebhatu recalled packing his 
belongings and having no choice 
but to escape from what he called 
the dystopian society of Eritrea, a 
country in East Africa. 
At 16 years old, he fled past the 
borders of Sudan to Kenya, then to 
the United States in search of a new 
home with his older brother.
“That’s the hardest part in that 
journey, its finding ways to leave, 
it’s a very strict country where 
they don’t let anyone leave,” said 
Sebhatu. “It’s a country that’s 
non-democratic at all. It’s led by a 
dictator. There’s lack of freedom. 
The freedom that exists in America 
doesn’t exist over there.”
The human right advocacy 
group, Human Rights Watch said 
many of Eritreans are leaving East 
Africa to evade the harsh military 
service every Eritrean must 
complete.
According to the news outlet 
Infomigrants, Eritrea is a nation 
that lies in the Horn of Africa, 
bordering Sudan, Ethiopia and 
Djibouti. The country has been 
led by President Isaias Afwerki for 
almost 27 years.
“Going through the process 
of coming to the U.S., leaving 
home was the hardest. I had 
enthusiasm gaining access to these 
opportunities that I wouldn’t get 
from the place that I come from,” 
said Sebhatu. 
Once he reached the U.S., 
Sebhatu settled in Oakland, 
California, where he believed 
diversity was inclusive. However, 
he said felt he needed to assimilate 
and form a new identity when he 
encountered new problems. 
While studying the culture 
of Americans and learning how 
people do things here, Sebhatu 
said his new lifestyle gave him the 
opportunity to make United States 
his home.
“There are things I had to do so I 
don’t stand out as an outsider. I had 
to watch things closely, do things by 
myself,” he said. 
Sebhatu became an official 
citizen this past March, making 
the U.S. feel more like home. 
“It was beautiful. It was a dream 
Refugee finds home in San Jose
Through the years of the Bay 
Area, places like Japantown 
have acted as cultural homes 
for immigrants, and places of 
cultural refuge.
After the 2019 Cherry Blossom 
Festival in early April, Japanese-
Americans began having 
conversations about what will 
happen to the Japantown malls 
in San Francisco over the next 
few years.
“Japantown is in another fragile 
situation like a lot of our historic 
communities,” said Brenda 
Wong Aoki, a San Francisco 
artistic director and producer. 
“These malls may be sold in the 
May of 2021.”
Sandy Mori, former board 
president of the Japantown Task 
Force, stated in an interview with 
Nichi Bei Weekly that the malls 
are scheduled to be open for 
development in 2021. 
In an article published on 
January 2018 by the Nichi Bei 
Weekly, the Japantown malls 
are owned by the developer 
3D Investments, who are 
restricted from making any 
changes to the malls by 
City of San Francisco contracts.
The contracts state that 3D 
Investments must “strive to 
maintain Japanese-themed stores, 
allow the community to use the 
malls for annual celebrations such 
as the Cherry Blossom Festival 
and contribute money to local 
community organizations, among 
other things.”
Those contracts will expire 
in 2021.
“There’s some community 
folks meeting to see if the current 
covenants could be extended, 
but 3D probably will not agree 
to that,” Richard Hashimoto, 
president of the Japantown 
Merchants Association, told the 
Nichi Bei Weekly.
Naomi Beirne, senior 
Japanese major at San Jose State, 
emphasized how important it is 
to have cultural home spaces like 
Japantown. She herself was born 
in Japan and is half Japanese. 
“Japantowns are more special 
of a place for Nikkei [people of 
Japanese origins] as it is a space 
where they can embrace their 
cultural identity,” said Beirne.
Beirne explained that with the 
history of Japanese internment 
in America, Japanese-Americans 
struggle to blend in with the 
American culture.
But, they desire to stay true to 
their roots and Japantown is 
safe spaces for them.
Beirne said she uses the events 
in Japantown as ways to connect 
with her community year-round.
“Every summer, I would go 
with friends or family to Obon to 
celebrate the holiday and interact 
with the community,” said Beirne.
The Obon festival at Japantown 
is one that honors and celebrates 
Japanese ancestors.
Beirne also pointed out that 
Japanese expats, Japanese citizens 
who travel abroad to America for 
work with the intention to going 
back to Japan, specifically have a 
hard time fitting in.
“A lot of Japanese expats 
seem to have a struggle with 
having a problem coexisting in 
contemporary Japanese society 
for ‘standing out’ or ‘betraying’ 
the country by going abroad,” 
said Beirne. 
But while expats are outsiders 
in Japanese society, they are also 
outsiders in the countries they go 
to work in. Therefore, Beirne says, 
Japantowns are perfect places for 
them to feel comfortable in.
“To have a place where you 
can speak your language, eat food 
from your culture, with people 
that you don’t have to do cultural 
catch up with, [Japantown is] very 
easy to connect with,” said Beirne.
For SJSU junior Japanese 
exchange student Rino Uchida, 
she values cultural spaces 
like Japantown.
“I think Japantown is 
important, because it plays a role 
as being a home for Japanese 
people who live in another 
[country],” said Uchida.
Janet Uehara, the first 
generation Japanese American in 
her family, is a  senior graphic 
design major at SJSU. She says she 
also finds Japantown crucial for 
Japanese Americans.
“During WWII Japanese 
Americans had to give up their 
cultural identity, language, [and] 
valuables,” said Uehara. “So it 
is significant to preserve places 
like Japantown.”
PHOTO COURTESY OF SHISHAY SEBHATU
Shishay Sebhatu is preparing to graduate from SJSU and has lived in the U.S. since he was 16 years old.
population in the United States. 
“The privilege of being a 
permanent resident gave me a lot of 
opportunities that very few receive 
in America,” he said. “I was blessed 
to say I was a permanent resident in 
the United States and then recently 
becoming a citizen.”
Being a political science major, 
Sebhatu wanted the ability to 
participate and take part in United 
States politics.
“I come from a place where it’s 
been almost 30 years and we’ve 
never had an election or done voting 
to pass anything or to not pass 
anything or to even vote for leaders,” 
he said. “Those things were always 
hidden from us and we never even 
thought of it as a kid.”
Sebhatu has been able to grow as 
an individual and seek comfort in 
a new place that he now considers 
his home. 
“Oakland is my home. Oakland 
has a special place in my heart. 
That’s the spot where I was able 
to confidently grow and build this 
identity I have right now.”
By Jaileane Aguilar
STAFF WRITER
Follow Jaileane on Twitter
@JaileaneA
Playwright Brenda Wong Aoki stands with Composer Make Izu.
Japantown malls saved from major changes
By Jozy Prabhu
STAFF WRITER
Follow Jozy on Twitter 
@PrabhuJoanna
Crumbling society in East Africa 
forces family out of home country
come true. It was an experience 
you can only understand once 
you go through it,” he said. It’s 
not something to explain, you 
have to live it through in order to 
understand the goodness  of it. The 
relief that you get.”
He said becoming a citizen 
reassured him that no one could 
question his identity. 
Sebhatu and his family were able 
to get their permanent residency 
green card shortly after arriving in 
Oakland. Receiving a green card 
allowed Sebhatu and his family 
to live and work permanently in 
the United States. He received his 
citizenship through the Diversity 
Visa Program in the U.S. six years 
after he received his residency. 
The program is a government 
lottery that the Immigration 
Act of 1990 established, where 
50,000 immigrant visas annually 
become available in order 
to diversify the immigrant 
INFOGRAPHIC BY VICENTE VERA
I come from a place 
where it’s been almost 
30 years and we’ve 
never had an election 
or done voting to pass 
anything or to not 
pass anything or to 
even vote for leaders.
Shishay Sebhatu
refugee from Eritrea in East Africa
“
PHOTOS BY JOZY PRABHU
Lead artist and San Jose State ’95 alumnus Masaru Koga plays for a concert celebrating Japanese Americans and Japantown.
Japantown is in another fragile situation like 
a lot of our historic communities.
Brenda Wong Aoki
San Francisco artistic director and producer
“
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1. Meal plan required: Joe West, 
Washburn, CVC, CV2
• “Spartan Flex” (7 swipes / week) – $2,500
• “Spartan Plus” (14 swipes / week) – $2,500
• “Spartan Power” (21 swipes / week) – $2,940
Additional costs
Oﬀ-campus housing
Groceries: Average $150 / month
Laundry: $10-15 / week
Parking permit: $35
Utilities: $45-60 / month
SOURCES: SJSU UNIVERSITY HOUSING SERVICES, PG&E, JAIME LO, JOSE CHAVEZ, JHANELLE CERVANTES, JOSE CARRANZA, DANIEL VUONG 
2. No meal plan required: CVA, CVB
Options include:
• 60 swipes - $1,325
• 125 swipes - $1,720
• 165 swipes - $2,085
• Spartan Flex, Plus and Power Plans also 
available 
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house
$700 single 
(all included)
apartment
shared $625
(utilities included)
single $750
(utilities $50) 
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Costs of living on and off campus
On-campus housing
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CVB
3-5 bedrooms
single
$6,876 (fall)
$7,228 (spring)
3 bedrooms 
double
$5,466 (fall)
$5,745 (spring)
junior double
$4,966 (fall)
$5,220 (spring)
studio
$7,372 (fall)
$7,748 (spring)
double
$5,756 (fall)
$5,710 (spring)
triple
$5,031 (fall)
$4,991 (spring)
CVc
CV2
double
$6,099 (fall)
$6,050 (spring)
triple
$5,334 (fall)
$5,291 (spring)
CVA
2 bedrooms single 
– grad, senior, junior 
$7,060 (fall)
$7,421 (spring)
2 bedrooms double
$5,651 (fall)
$5,940 (spring)
joe
 we
st
washburn
single
$5,185 (fall)
$5,143 (spring)
double
$4,548 (fall)
$4,512 (spring)
triple
$3,816 (fall)
$3,785 (spring)
double
$4,548 (fall)
$4,512 (spring)
triple
$3,816 (fall)
$3,785 (spring)
apartment
shared $575
(utilities $50)
apartment
shared $470
(utilities $20)
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San Jose discusses changes 
to renter protection laws
To combat the housing 
crisis in the Bay Area, the city 
of San Jose is updating and 
strengthening its protections 
for renters.
In 2017, San Jose had the 
highest median household 
income for both renters 
and buyers in the country 
according to Zillow, an online 
real estate database.
According to Zillow, a 
family making $100,000 a year 
could afford to rent in 70% of 
the Bay Area. Fast forward to 
2018 and that same family can 
only afford to rent in 28% of 
the Bay.
New tenant protections 
went into effect Jan. 18 for 
San Jose renters. As part of 
the changes, landlords must 
post a “Notice of the Tenant 
Protection Ordinance” flyer 
in their building, or provide 
tenants with copies.
“I  remember my 
landlord emailing me about 
the changes,” said child 
development sophomore 
Giselle Flores.
She said she knew 
something was changing, 
but was not sure about 
the specifics.
The other major change is 
that landlords must now serve 
termination notices in “good 
faith,” and provide information 
about resources provided by 
San Jose’s Rent Stabilization 
Program, which works to 
prevent homelessness.
Flores said she used to 
live in the dorms, and found 
the transition to renting off 
campus stressful. Instead 
of paying yearly, she now 
has to pay monthly and 
says getting the money 
together is more difficult.
“Our landlord isn’t on top of 
us as long as we pay everything 
on time,” she said.
One of her roommates takes 
care of paying their landlord, 
and Flores said she pays 
her share through Venmo, a 
money transfer app.
“The rent is usually the 
same,” she said.
In contrast, microbiology 
senior Jose Pacheco said 
his rent has changed over 
the years.
“Our rent went up a bit, but 
it wasn’t that big of a deal,” 
he said.
Pacheco said he has been 
renting an apartment with 
three other roommates 
for the past two years, but 
was not aware of what 
protections he had as a renter, 
nor that changes had been 
implemented this year.
The San Jose City Council 
recently voted to reconsider 
the Ellis Act, which mandates 
developers who take rent-
controlled apartments off the 
market to build at least the 
same number of units for new 
rent control provisions.
The act also limited rent 
increases to 5% annually.
District 3 Council member 
Raul Peralez, who represents 
the area including San 
Jose State, voted against 
reconsidering the law.
“When landlords exercise 
their right to go out of 
business, we must curb the 
cycle of displacement at the 
greatest extent possible,” 
Peralez wrote in an 
April 24, 2018 memo when the 
Ellis Act was last amended. 
“Re-control of a newly 
constructed units will ensure 
that rent control units are not 
lost and still allows developers 
to waive the requirement by 
producing affordable housing 
units on their property,” 
he wrote.
On April 19, the city 
released two memorandums 
with research from the San 
Jose Housing Department 
regarding the Ellis Act. 
One conclusion city staff 
came to was that the 5% annual 
rent increase limit has no effect 
for new development, because 
rates are usually increased by 
only 2% to 3% in those new 
developments. 
The city also looked at 
Santa Monica as a case 
study, because it has the 
longest standing Ellis Act 
in California.
According to the 2016 Santa 
Monica Rent Control Board 
Consolidated Annual Report, 
Santa Monica lost more 
than 2,000 rent-controlled 
apartments because developers 
replaced them with houses 
or commercial use buildings. 
The developers could set 
their own prices, no matter 
how high.
The San Jose City Council 
plans to discuss future 
changes to the Ellis Act on 
Tuesday. For some San Jose 
State students it could change 
their living situations, but for 
others, nothing.
“I have no worries about 
being evicted,” Pacheco said. 
“[My landlord] is cool.”
BY KUNAL MEHTA, STAFF WRITER
Follow Kunal on Twitter
@legoktm
“It’s brutally stressful trying to 
find a new place while dealing with 
classes especially because money 
is tight,” said Shanika Sarla, a 
21-year-old San Jose City College 
student. “School is already killer 
and needing to figure everything 
out all at the same time easily puts 
me at a low.”
Students who live on campus 
apply for housing and receive 
registration dates if they wish to 
continue living on campus. 
The process is similar to 
registering for classes as students 
get different registration dates. 
In San Jose State’s Campus 
Village, there are six buildings 
available to students, but four out of 
the six are reserved 
for freshmen 
according to 
University Housing 
Services. 
I n c o m i n g 
freshmen have 
housing priority 
registration when 
they first come 
to SJSU, as it is 
mandatory for all 
freshmen who do 
not live within a 
30-mile radius to 
stay on campus. 
This leaves 
continuing students 
three given days 
to make their 
room selections 
online on the University Housing 
Services webpage. 
The three registration days from 
April 16 to April 18 are organized 
as a lottery-based system to choose 
a living space for the upcoming 
school year.
If all rooms have been filled, 
returning students who want to live 
on campus are then placed on a 
waitlist for a new registration date.
Business junior Sha’Terra 
Myles explained how the process 
of receiving her first day of 
registration and choosing her dorm 
for the next semester was easy 
and smooth. 
“It takes less than a few minutes 
to apply and the housing office 
really helps students who haven’t 
gotten the hang of things yet,” 
said Myles. “The only thing I wish 
they didn’t have is the $600 fee 
when you apply for housing.”
These students now have to play 
the waiting game. They wait and 
see if a room will be available, or 
give up and search for a new home 
off campus.
Undeclared freshman Wendy 
Salgado, who currently lives in 
the Joe West building, complained 
about the expensiveness of the 
dorms. The cost to live in the dorms 
is the main reason she was eager to 
find a place to stay off campus.
“It can be a bit of a struggle 
because I don’t have time during 
the day to go out and find a place 
that’s good and near school or 
that is in our budget,” said Salgado. 
“We’ve found a place but we still 
need to apply 
and we all don’t 
have credit.” 
S a l g a d o 
responded quickly 
when asked if she 
thought about 
registering for a 
dorm on campus.
“There’s no way 
I’m going to pay 
another $1,650 for 
a small room where 
I don’t even have a 
kitchen,” she said.
S a l g a d o 
explained that 
she refused to 
pay for the high 
living expenses on 
campus, pushing 
her to plan out and find a cheaper 
home in San Jose.
Not only are students living 
on campus facing the struggle of 
finding accommodation for the 
next academic year, but so are the 
ones leasing apartments.
Environmental studies junior 
Romina Antonio lives on East San 
Salvador Street and is currently 
in the process of searching for 
a new home to have a better 
living experience.
“I don’t know when I’m going to 
move in [the apartment] and neither 
do my roommates,” Antonio said. 
“But we don’t want it to conflict 
with final [exams] schedules. You 
gotta know where you’re going even 
before finals. It’s a lot.” 
College students struggle 
with fi nding next home
BY CINDY CUELLAR, STAFF WRITER
It’s brutally 
stressful trying to 
fi nd a new place 
while dealing with 
classes especially 
because money is 
tight. 
Shanika Sarla
San Jose City College student
Follow Cindy on Twitter
@eredetii
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SJSU Cares helps 
students meet 
their basic needs
The SJSU Cares program provides students who lack basic needs, such as food and housing insecurity, with the opportunity to housing 
and food access. Students can have their problems heard and seek future 
solutions. Similar to a signpost, SJSU Cares helps inform and direct 
students to resources that they may not know on campus. 
Students can schedule meetings with Marko Mohlenhoff, the student 
affairs case manager for SJSU Cares. He’s available Monday to Friday in 
the Financial Aid & Scholarship Office in the Student Services Center, 
with meetings usually lasting an hour. Students are expected to take 
advantage of all of the existing financial resources available to them, 
such as student loans and grants before pursuing other resources.
Listed below are some of the resources that SJSU Cares can connect 
students with. Students can set up a meeting or find out more details at 
sjsu.edu/sjsucares.
SJSU Cares can refer students to oﬀ -campus 
housing listings, such as Craigslist. University 
Housing Services maintains a list of websites 
that students can use to try and ﬁ nd 
oﬀ -campus housing.
Website: housing.sjsu.edu/housingaz/
oﬀ campushousingresources/
The church has a shelter for SJSU students 
only, in addition to their shelter for community 
members. Mohlenhoﬀ  described their 
services as “lifesaving.”
Location: 484 E San Fernando St., across 
from 10th Street Garage
While it does cost rent, the house sharing 
program rates are under market value. 
Both parties, the renters and landlord, have 
to undergo background checks. Mohlenhoﬀ  
refers people interested in helping SJSU 
students to this program.
FOOD INSECURITY
In addition to providing housing services, the 
Bill Wilson Center has a variety of counseling 
resources available. 
Location: 3490 The Alameda, Santa Clara
Students can park and live in their cars in East 
San Jose. Restrooms and showers are also 
available. 
Location: 1897 Alum Rock Ave #35, 
San Jose
HOUSING
Students who earn a gross 
annual income of $33,385 or less 
can visit the Spartan Food Pantry 
once a week to pick up groceries. 
There are six zones of items 
that students can choose from, 
ranging from fresh groceries to 
toiletries.
Location: Student Union, across 
from Engineering Rotunda
Time: Monday - Tuesday, 
1-6 p.m.; Wednesday - Friday,  
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (tentative)
Once a month, students can go to 
the Event Center and pick up 
groceries donated from the 
Second Harvest Food Bank. 
It is unknown whether this will 
continue after this semester now 
that the permanent food pantry 
has opened.
Location: Event Center
Time: May 6 from 10 -11:15 a.m.
SPARTAN 
FOOD PANTRY
MEAL PLANS 
AT DINING COMMONS
JUST IN TIME MOBILE
FOOD PANTRY
AMIGOS DE GUADALUPE
CAL FRESH APPLICATION 
ASSISTANCE
ST. PAUL’S UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
MARTHA’S 
KITCHEN
SAFEWAY
GIFT CARDS
HOUSE SHARING – CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY
BILL WILSON CENTER
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCHREFERRALS
Cal Fresh provides students with 
monthly cash supplements on 
a debit card. While anyone can 
apply by themselves, trained staﬀ  
and volunteers are available 
twice a week to help students.
Location: Financial Aid & Schol-
arship Oﬃ  ce (Tuesday), Wellness 
Lounge (Wednesday)
Time: Tuesday, 1-2:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, 1-4 p.m. 
In cases of an emergency, 
SJSU Cares can set students up 
with a short-term meal plan* in 
the dining commons. 
There’s an all-you-can-eat buﬀ et 
and students have the option 
to take out food in an 
approved container. 
*Must meet with Mohlenhoﬀ  ﬁ rst
The church hosts Spartan 
Community Meals once a week 
for any student or community 
member to pick up a free lunch, 
no questions asked. The food 
is provided courtesy of Loaves 
and Fishes.
Location: 405 10th St., San Jose 
across from Campus Village A
Time: Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m. 
A soup kitchen in downtown 
San Jose where students can 
join other community members in 
receiving a hot meal.
Location: 311 Willow St., 
San Jose
Time: Monday, Thursday 
and Friday, 6 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Tuesday - Wednesday, 
6 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
On an as-needed basis, 
SJSU Cares has some Safeway 
gift cards* to give to students so 
they are able to buy groceries and 
any other needed supplies.
*Must meet with Mohlenhoﬀ  ﬁ rst
PATH has an oﬃ  ce in the Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., Library for students to visit. Mohlenhoﬀ  said 
that PATH is a good resource for students that 
require more intensive case management.
Location: Room 326, 3rd ﬂ oor, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., Library
PATH (PEOPLE ASSISTING 
THE HOMELESS)
REPORTING BY KUNAL MEHTA,  PHOTOS BY MARCI SUELA
SECOND HARVEST 
FOOD BANK
Students can receive food and 
other basic needs supplies from 
the Second Harvest Food Bank. 
The Second Harvest Food Bank 
has an online locator to help 
students ﬁ nd the closest pick up 
location to them.
Website: shfb.org
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Veteran students still 
face homelessness
Follow Jonathan on Twitter
@AustinFound1
By Jonathan Austin
 STAFF WRITER
A veteran, who asked 
to be identified as Chris, 
attending San Jose State 
was kicked out of his 
house after returning 
from Marine boot camp 
preceding the spring 
2017 semester. 
Veteran homelessness 
is a pervasive issue, with 
an estimated 660 veterans 
homeless according to 
the 2012 Santa Clara 
County Homeless Census 
and Survey.
Similarly, active duty 
military members going 
to school off base are 
sometimes hard-pressed to 
find housing of their own. 
Chris, a political 
science sophomore, had 
to find a place to stay for 
a week before heading 
to United States Marine 
Corps School of Infantry, 
which is where Marines 
get to train for their 
individual jobs.
“During that week, I 
was staying with a friend 
in his guest room, but it 
was a temporary solution,” 
Chris said. 
When Chris returned, 
he attended San Jose State.
“It was the spring 
semester and I was an 
18-year-old with no idea 
how to apply for housing 
or get my own place to 
stay, and I couldn’t go to 
orientation due to being 
in [School of Infantry], I 
missed out on some key 
information.” Chris said.
Alex De La Campa is a 
sociology senior attending 
San Jose State. De la 
Campa is a veteran and has 
personally experienced 
homelessness.
“Sometimes, even with 
support from the GI Bill, 
some veteran students are 
hard-pressed to afford 
basic housing in San Jose,” 
De La Campa said.
Th e GI Bill gives veterans 
what is called the Basic 
Allowance for Housing. While 
in active duty, it accounts 
for rank, cost of living and 
whether or not someone can 
claim a dependant. 
However, veterans 
receive a set Basic 
Allowance for Housing 
as students, equivalent to 
an enlisted rank 5 with 
a dependent. The Basic 
Allowance for Housing 
award to full-time student 
veterans living in Santa 
Clara County is $4,200.
“What a lot of people 
do not consider is the fact 
that veterans starting off in 
college are older because of 
their military experience. 
So, they have to deal 
with the social stigma 
of being older in college 
than most of their peers,” 
De La Campa said.
Scholarships help athletes fi nd ‘home’
Follow Cora on Twitter
@coraawilson
By Cora Wilson
 STAFF WRITER
San Jose State University senior quarterback Josh Love (Left) and senior wide receiver Bailey Gaither (Right) sit in front of their home after playing a quick game of catch.
CORA WILSON | SPARTAN DAILY
Home can have a variety 
of meanings. It can be 
a physical structure, a 
familiar place or a sense 
of belonging. 
For college athletes, 
their home heavily 
depends on whether 
or not they are on a 
scholarship. But no matter 
where an athlete is living, 
their home is often found 
within their team.
According to CBS News, 
San Jose is ranked in the 
top 10 for being one of 
the most expensive cities 
to live in America. The 
average price of rent for 
one bedroom is $1,738. 
With the cost of living 
so high, student athletes 
without a scholarship 
often face difficulties 
affording housing while in 
school, especially because 
many do not have time to 
work to earn money.
“Before I was on 
scholarship, my parents 
had to pay so I lived in the 
dorms my fi rst year,” said 
junior off ensive lineman 
Trevor Robbins. “To save 
money, I moved back home 
for a little over a semester 
and just commuted here.”
“In my apartment right 
now, we have a person 
living in our living room,” 
said Robbins. “A lot of 
people are looking to live 
in people’s living rooms in 
the dorms or off-campus 
we have a lot of guys just 
because of how much it 
costs to live out here.”
One athlete in particular 
says athletics cut her 
scholarship abruptly and 
is dealing with the ensuing 
hardship – Brittany 
Brown. Brown used to 
be on the women’s track 
and field team, but after 
she received an alarming 
email, her life shifted.
“Getting my scholarship 
taken away was probably 
one of the most hardest 
things I’ve had to deal 
with. I wasn’t aware that 
I was even in danger of 
it getting taken away,” 
said Brown.
She said that she got an 
email three days before 
tuition was due notifying 
her that her scholarship 
was being taken away.
“I was encouraged to 
just get a loan or drop 
out,” said Brown. 
Brown said her friends 
were the only ones that 
helped her find a way to 
stay in school. 
“They helped me 
tremendously because I 
had reached depression 
severely,” said Brown.
For athletes that come 
to SJSU as a walk-on, 
the day they finally can 
receive a scholarship 
brings immense relief. 
However, if these athletes 
are walk-ons, they will 
receive a roster spot but 
no scholarship. 
Senior starting 
quarterback Josh Love still 
remembers the moment 
he was chosen to receive a 
full scholarship. 
According to athletics 
media relations director 
Lawrence Fan, approximately 
350 student athletes are 
receiving a form of an athletics 
grant-in-aid scholarship 
and a full scholarship covers 
the expenses of tuition and 
fees, room and board and 
course-related books.
In an article Love had 
written for Athletes For 
God, Love said, “When 
my coach called my name 
to look at the scoreboard, 
I saw the giant word 
‘SCHOLARSHIP’  flash 
on the screen. I barely 
had time to read it 
before my teammates 
mobbed me.”
Love’s college tuition is 
paid for and he receives a 
monthly stipend to help 
with his rent. He also gets 
fed during the season.
“It’s very tough to come 
in as a walk-on,” said Love. 
“You have to get loans or 
get help from your family, 
but I’ve been in that same 
position and it’s kind of 
hard to get out of.”
Despite being on 
scholarship or not, 
the athletes treat their 
teammates to what they 
can to help each other out, 
Love said. 
“I’ve seen some 
instances where teammates 
help each other out. Some 
[are] walk-ons who are 
struggling to get a living 
situation [and are] letting 
them stay the night, or a 
couple weeks or a couple 
months in someone’s 
house,” said Love. 
No matter the place 
an athlete lays their 
head at night, the SJSU 
community has provided 
a sense of home for those 
who need it.
“It’s really become my 
home. I feel like San Jose 
is a great place to be and 
I love the people here,” 
said Love. 
During that week, I 
was staying with a 
friend in his guest 
room, but it was a 
temporary solution.
Chris
Political science sophomore 
Lance Corporal, 
U.S. Marine Corps
He continued, “Some 
of them might have other 
financial obligations 
because of this age 
discrepancy that an 
18-year-old student would 
not have.”
Expatistan, a website that 
compares international 
costs of living, estimates 
that a 900 square feet 
furnished accommodation 
in a normal area costs 
$2,694 as of March 7. 
Compared to the Basic 
Allowance for Housing 
of $4,200, that amount 
is well above the general 
budgeting 30% rule, where 
your housing costs should 
be around 30% of monthly 
income, according to the 
finance website Earnest. 
The cost reaches 64% 
of earned income if 
that veteran does not 
have a job. 
“This high cost of living 
forces some veterans into 
taking drastic measures 
for their education. Those 
measures can include 
being homeless, super-
commuting to SJSU or 
couch surfing,” De La 
Campa said.
“I believe that there 
were housing loans that I 
could have taken from the 
government but I did not 
want to become entrapped 
in a cycle of paying debts 
off just to accrue additional 
debts . . . it was rough to 
figure it out myself without 
the parental guidance and 
support that I wish I had 
had,” Chris said. 
With barely anything left at first 
glance, remnants of past homes 
are often hard to find. But, some 
archaeologists at San Jose State 
specialize in finding these remains.
Even though shelter is central to 
the concept of a home, the objects 
archaeologists find show more than 
just mechanical functions, explained 
anthropology professor Viviana 
Sanchez-Chopitea.
“Not just what kind of shape their 
houses were, what they defended,” 
said Sanchez-Chopitea.
Students who are completing 
thesis statements in the applied 
anthropology graduate program 
say these artifacts are part of a 
larger search to learn more about 
underrepresented people in local 
California history.
“We work with material culture 
. . . even homeless people have 
ownership of things,” said 
anthropology professor Marco 
Meniketti. “So we try to reconstruct 
people’s lives and their sense of home 
and place using the material goods 
that people have and left behind.”
Students must spend hours 
scraping through moss and dirt to 
find traces of what were once large, 
looming structures.
The regions of San Francisco 
and Monterey Bay were home to 
millions of people for millennium.
“The fact that they come and go 
tends to say a lot for the community 
that nothing is really built to last,” 
said Arianna Heathcote, a graduate 
student studying a site that was once 
a town for a railroad company.
Heathcote researched the 
former site of the Loma Prieta 
Lumber Company in the Santa 
Cruz mountains, now a series of 
trails in the Forest of Nisene Marks 
State Park.
The grounds were the home and 
workplace for nearly hundreds of 
lumberjacks who cut down trees 
throughout the forest starting 
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 Archaeologists rediscover lost homes
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Applied anthropology graduate student Arianna Heathcote scrapes moss oﬀ  bricks in the Santa Cruz 
in 1883, Heathcote said.
Before that, it was the site of 
extensive railroad construction 
mostly by Chinese laborers forced 
to work because of the 1882 Chinese 
Exclusion Act.
Both of these jobs put workers 
in significant danger, she explained, 
and not much is known about each 
individual worker’s life.
“In my research, I talk about this 
guy who died because they didn’t 
see him walking past, and they blew 
up something and he got shrapnel 
in him and died three days later,” 
Heathcote said. 
Besides  the deaths  of certain 
workers, Heathcote studied the 
functions of the town during the 
late 1800s.
“In the mid 1800s there was 
this guy, George Pullman, and he 
was, like, the first person to really 
make, like, a company town and 
he was, like, proud of it,” Heathcote 
said. “He felt it was a utopia, and 
there was a stratification of class. 
There were the management, then 
laborers, then lower laborers.” 
Contrary to Pullman’s utopia, 
Heathcote explained that the 
instability of companies would 
contribute to the perils of 
certain towns.
“We see places like where back 
east, well midwest, right, when GM, 
right, a big company that had its 
roots and everybody worked at the 
GM plant,” Heathcote said. “Then 
the company left, and then those 
towns were decimated.”
She said the same situation 
happened in Loma Prieta, too.
Following the 1906 earthquake in 
San Francisco and the closure of the 
Loma Prieta Logging Company, the 
city started to decline. By the 1930s, 
it was abandoned to the forest. 
“A lot of historical archaeology 
tries to bring forth narratives 
about labor and women who 
aren’t well represented in historical 
documents,” Heathcote said.
The majority of information 
about the logging company 
was about its executives, such as 
Warren R. Porter, a secretary of the 
logging company who then became 
lieutenant governor of California.
Other students’ research touches 
on various cultures in the Bay 
Area. Alicia Hedges is studying the 
Muwekma Ohlone Tribe.
“There’s a huge theoretical body 
of information archaeologically 
about mortuary treatment of the 
dead and what you can understand 
culturally of populations through 
how people are buried,” Hedges said.
There has been anthropological 
research to erase indigenous people 
in the U.S.
“In 1927, there was a colonial 
anthropologist who basically kind 
of went up and down California, 
looking for people to fit the mold 
of what an Indian should look like,” 
Hedges said. “If they fit this mold, 
they were written off as integrated 
into Spanish society or quote 
unquote, they were extinct.”
The Muwekma and Ohlone were 
dismissed during this survey, and 
now they are looking for a way to be 
federally recognized again.
“In the applied anthropology 
program, we work with local 
communities and coalitions or 
movements or tribes,” Hedges 
said. “The goal is to work with 
communities internally.”
Tracing the roots of a society 
isn’t only in what’s tangible. 
“You need to be a human 
looking at humans,” Hedges said. 
“You have to have these documents 
politically, but there’s still reverence 
in communication.”
The other priority of an 
archaeologist – preservation. 
Heathcote explained that excavation 
is a destructive process.
“There are people who come out 
who see something interesting and 
they take it home, which is, like, a 
criminal offense,” Heathcote said. 
Archaeologists try to avoid 
excavation because part of studying 
material is examining it the way it 
was left.
“Archaeology of the park service 
or the forest service is explaining 
how you shouldn’t be touching this 
stuff, how more valuable it is to 
leave it here than to take it home,” 
Heathcote said.
For Heathcote that means 
leaving the artifacts in the forest, 
just out of site from the public, so 
she can find them again.
Mauricio La Plante 
STAFF WRITER
We try to reconstruct people’s lives and their 
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goods that people have left behind. 
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Who takes out the trash?
Tanya Saroj Bakhru, associate professor 
of the women, gender and sexuality studies 
program at San Jose State, says that gender 
roles vary from family to family and 
generation to generation. 
“Gender roles within the household is 
one of the most important spaces where 
inequality exists between men and women,” 
said Bakhru. “This has really changed over 
the last several decades.”
In 1970, Steve Trujillo was the main 
breadwinner in his family. His wife Yvonne 
Trujillo was the stay-at-home mom.
The Trujillo family reside in San Jose 
and have three children. 
“Back in the day, her primary 
responsibility was to make sure the kids 
got up, went to school, showered and took 
care of the household,” said Steve Trujillo. 
As Steve Trujillo talked, Yvonne Trujillo 
nodded her in agreement with her role 
in their family. 
She said, “[In] 1983, when we moved to 
this house, he was still the breadwinner. He 
was working in the private sector.”
Yvonne Trujillo does not believe there 
was a sole breadwinner between her parents. 
They both worked together to provide for 
her and the rest of their kids.
When asked if she believes that Mexican 
parents sacrifice their lives for a better 
future for their children, Yvonne 
Trujillo said, “I don’t know if it was like that 
with my parents even though they wanted 
to me to go to college, I felt like there wasn’t 
even money for me to go to college.” 
Women take on the majority of tasks that 
need to be done during family celebrations 
compared to men, said design studies junior 
Zoe Brazil.
“I first noticed gender roles when I was 
around eight years old,” said Brazil. “At 
holiday dinners with my extended family, 
all of the women and girls were expected 
to do all of the chores, prepare and cook 
the meal, serve the beverages, set the 
table and clean up after the meal.” 
JAVIER VELEZ | SPARTAN DAILY
Brazil continues to detail the 
difference in workload between the 
genders from her experience.
“Meanwhile, the men would be socializing 
or watching TV, not helping at all [on house 
chores]. Even if the men or boys were 
asked for help, they would deflect or ignore 
the requests,” said Brazil.
However, Aja Adams, an executive 
board member of the African American/
Black Student Success Center said 
that chores should be completed by all 
family members regardless of genders.
“I believe that being able to cook, clean 
and take out the trash [and other house 
chores] are not feminine or masculine skills 
that are separated by genders but are things 
that all humans can benefit from in life,” 
she said.
Adams explained that if a job within the 
household needs to be done, whoever is 
available should take care of it.
“Within my household, it was never 
implied that taking out the trash was 
a man’s responsibility, or that the women 
should be the one who is cleaning. We 
did these tasks to benefit the family as 
a whole, not because of our genders,” 
Adams added.
Gender roles can also mean that one 
parent takes more of a workload than the 
other. This was the case for Brazil.
“At home, the labor between my parents 
was split unfairly. My dad went to work and 
when he came home [he] just relaxed, while 
my mom took care of me, cooked all of 
the meals, ran all of the errands and cleaned 
the house each day,” said Brazil.
Bakhru said that men have a lot of 
catching up to do with the amount of 
house work they do as they are far away 
from women.
“For example, men are doing maybe 
double the amounts of household labor that 
they were 40 to 50 years ago,” said Bakhru. 
“But even they have doubled the amount 
they are doing, they are still not equal to 
the amount that women are doing.”
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Married couple Steve and Yvonne Trujillo divide the work load around the house and help each other wash the dishes.
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Higher education should 
not allow homelessness 
So, what is home?  Is it your 
heritage? Is it the place your 
parents are from, the land 
they were born and raised 
in, where your native tongue 
is spoken? 
Is it the country I was born 
in, where I spent my prim-
itive years playing with my 
siblings and cousins? Is it the 
country I formally grew up in, 
where I went through most of 
my K-12 education? 
Or, is it the country I have 
a formal document from? A 
piece of paper which declares 
my nationality to others, one 
which is recognized by gov-
erning bodies?
For me, the answer to these 
questions differ. So, where 
is home?
Both of my parents were 
born in Palestine. Though I’ve 
never lived there, I grew up 
knowing that this is where I 
am from. 
Visiting it once a year for 
most of my life, I felt at home 
at the sight of the maroon 
dirt that filters the crisp air 
in the mountains, and the 
sounds of the roaring waves 
which collide against century 
old stone walls. 
I know I am home when 
I smell tea coming from the 
kitchen, a mixture of mint, 
sage, chamomile, yansoon 
and other herbs I do not 
know the English words for. 
But if this is home, why 
am I harassed by gun wield-
ing twenty-year olds who 
shoot at pigeons for the plea-
sure of seeing my parents, 
worried faces? 
Why do my cousins 
need to spend hours each 
day crossing an apartheid 
wall with excessive security 
checks to get to school? 
Why can’t my grandmother, 
who was born, raised and 
worked in this land, come 
with us to visit?
I was born in Kuwait, 
along with three of my four 
siblings. It is the country 
which granted my mother’s 
family asylum when fleeing 
persecution and genocide in 
Palestine, inflicted by Israel, a 
country that can do no wrong 
in the eyes of the world. 
My parents met in the 
capital, Kuwait City. Kuwait 
takes about three hours to 
drive across and on this 
drive you will see mostly 
desolate desert. 
Yet this country’s wealth is 
hidden below eye level. 
The petroleum indus-
try accounts for half of the 
country’s gross domestic 
product, and is estimat-
ed to be housing 9% of the 
world’s oil reserves, according 
to Wikipedia.
However, if this is home, 
why does it underpay my 
family members because of 
their Palestinian last names 
despite the monetary riches 
they possess? 
 When rumors of a war 
between Kuwait and Iraq 
began to emerge, my fam-
ily moved to Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia. I lived there for 
11  years. 
Until 2018, Saudi Arabia 
did not allow women to 
drive, and currently still have 
a male guardianship sys-
tem. It does not allow Saudi 
women to leave the coun-
try or receive health care 
without the consent of a 
male guardian. 
I attended middle and 
high school there and made 
some lifelong friends. So, can 
it be home despite it feeling 
like a prison?
The only official doc-
umentation I have is an 
American passport. America 
specializes in colonial war-
fare. It frequently and often 
destabilizes countries, crip-
ples their economies, then 
feasts on the country’s 
natural resources. 
When Russia was 
accused of meddling with 
the 2018 U.S. elections 
and I heard disgruntled 
Americans outraged by 
this conspiracy, I wanted to 
remind them of what the U.S. 
did to Iran, Iraq and now 
Syria. Only to remind myself 
that on paper, I am American. 
I benefit from the luxu-
ries this passport affords me. 
So, can I call the U.S. home, 
even though it has helped 
fund the destruction of my 
parents’ homes in Palestine? 
In 2015, the U.S. pledged 
more than $263 million of 
military-assistance a month 
to Israel for ten years, accord-
ing to The Atlantic.   
I was born, raised and 
have documents from three 
countries I would prefer 
not to associate myself with. 
The Kuwaiti, Saudi and 
American governments all 
serve to make a minority of 
their wealthy population. 
They fund proxy wars and 
indulge in personal wants 
and desires. So, I never con-
sidered these places home. 
Though I know I am 
Palestinian, it is hard to feel 
at home in a place that is 
blockaded from the rest of 
the world. 
For me, home isn’t a 
country or specific loca-
tion.  It’s anywhere I feel 
safe and reassured by the 
smiling faces around me 
and who make me feel 
safe and welcome. 
When I studied at Cal State 
Long Beach, the pressure of 
collegiate life always seemed 
to be intense. 
I worried about those 
dreaded 20-plus-page papers 
due before the holidays, or 
exams that forced me to 
memorize every detail of a 
subject that I knew I would 
never use post-college. 
I never worried, however, 
about having a roof over my 
head or where I would sleep 
at night. Homelessness and 
college-life was an oxymoron.
Today, more than 20 years 
later, I am the CEO of People 
Assisting The Homeless 
(PATH), one of California’s 
largest homeless services and 
housing agencies. For two 
decades, we have worked 
hard to help adults and 
families who are homeless 
access housing. 
I sometimes tell myself that 
I have seen everything – a 
homeless man who lived at a 
Long Beach freeway on-ramp 
for seven years, a young 
mother in San Jose with an 
infant who was just months 
old living on the sidewalk, a 
family of 10 children in West 
Los Angeles who were evict-
ed from their apartment and 
a man in San Diego who had 
been homeless for 30 years.
Yet, when I heard in a 
CityLab article that nearly 
20% of California communi-
ty college students stated they 
had been homeless in the past 
year, I was floored. 
I never imagined that a 
young person, preparing for 
the rest of his or her life and 
working hard to get accepted 
into higher education, would 
also have to struggle with 
finding a place to sleep. 
Even here, in the heart of 
Silicon Valley, on the cam-
pus of San Jose State, 13% 
of its students reported being 
homeless in the past year.
When the plight of home-
lessness has hit our college 
campuses, a diligent study-
ing college student struggling 
with homelessness is now 
the antithesis of the stereo-
typical homeless man on Skid 
Row. What a contrast.
The agency I run has 
been operating a home-
less services program out 
of the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. library for the past 
two and a half years. We have 
helped 400 people who were 
homeless using the library 
as a refuge, some of whom 
were students. 
It reminds me of Emilio 
Estevez’s movie, “The Public,” 
a story of homeless people 
living out of a Cincinnati 
public library. 
Many colleges across the 
state are grappling with this 
new reality. Some schools are 
setting up parking spaces for 
students to sleep, rather live , 
in their cars. 
Others are letting students 
shower in locker rooms. 
Some colleges are even set-
ting up homeless shelters 
specifically for their students.
Last year, I spoke at a pub-
lic policy class at UCLA on 
homelessness. A group of 
students told me that they 
were having trouble setting 
up a homeless shelter for 
UCLA students because the 
neighborhood did not want 
it. They asked me what they 
should do.
I told them that creating 
a homeless shelter or a safe 
parking program for stu-
dents who are struggling 
with housing is an altruistic 
effort. But the reality is, we 
need to change the system.
Today, candidates running 
for president in 2020 are pro-
moting free college education 
or student loan forgiveness, 
according to CNN. These 
are admirable initiatives. But, 
what about the right to stu-
dent housing?
Imagine a hard-working 
high school student who 
earns university-level grades, 
scores well on the SATs, joins 
school clubs and writes a cre-
ative college entrance essay. 
However, when this student 
makes it to college, he or she 
doesn’t have enough money 
to pay rent.
Clearly, we should be pro-
moting that any diligent stu-
dent who earns his or her way 
into college should have the 
right to housing, right to a 
free dorm. That is the least we 
can do for our students.
Free education and stu-
dent loan debt forgiveness are 
positive steps and worth 
fighting for. 
But, a college student’s 
right to housing is a basic 
need that should have been 
provided long ago. 
We must push to make 
that a reality. 
Joel John Roberts
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
I benefi t from the luxuries this 
[U.S.] passport affords me. 
So, can I call the U.S. home, 
even though it has helped fund 
the destruction of my parents’ 
homes in Palestine?
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Citizenship is more than a number
Huan Xun Chan
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I was born and raised 
more than 8,000 miles 
away from San Jose State, 
in the Malaysian city of 
Alor Setar.
Alor Setar is the capital 
of the state of Kedah and 
the city has a population of 
357,176, according to cen-
sus data from 2010. 
Th ere is a beautiful 
view of the paddy fi elds, 
as the geographical land-
scape makes it suitable to 
grow paddy rice. 
I decided to leave my 
home country and come 
to the United States in 
August 2016 to further 
my undergraduate studies 
at SJSU. 
On Jan. 27, 2017, Pres-
ident Trump issued an 
executive order that in-
cluded a travel ban to sev-
en predominantly Muslim 
countries, which included 
Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan, 
Libya, Somalia and Ye-
men, according to Th e 
New York Times.
According to an article 
published in July 2018 by 
Th e New York Times, there 
were more than 135 mil-
lion people aff ected by the 
travel ban, most of whom 
were from the Muslim 
majority nations.
I am not from any of 
these countries, and I 
am also not Muslim. Yet, 
Trump’s controversial ex-
ecutive order made me 
worried nevertheless. 
At that time, I didn’t 
know much about U.S. 
politics and I didn’t know 
how the order would 
eventually evolve.
To me, it looked like 
Muslim countries were 
targeted, which made me 
very anxious.
Malaysia’s popula-
tion is approximately 
60% Muslim, according 
to the Islamic Tourism 
Centre of Malaysia. Fur-
thermore, Islam is con-
stitutionally the country’s 
offi  cial religion.
I was scared if I left 
the U.S. to visit my fam-
ily over the summer, I 
would not be allowed 
to come back to fi nish 
my studies. 
Because I don’t have an 
identity issued by the U.S. 
and I am not a citizen here, 
I realized I could be deport-
ed from this country for 
any reason. 
In Malaysia, I at least 
have a series of 12 dig-
its that represent my 
eligibility to live in 
the country. 
Th e fi rst six digits are 
my date of birth, the fol-
lowing two digits are the 
code of where I was born, 
the ninth through elev-
enth digits are randomly 
assigned by the system and 
the last digit represents the 
gender of the person. 
Th is number series and 
the word “citizen” print-
ed on the identity card 
means I belong to this 
country, which makes 
me feel secure and safe. It 
strengthens my tie with my 
home country.
Since I have start-
ed staying in the U.S., I 
have always prayed for 
good health and not 
being injured. 
Because even though 
health insurance would 
cover medical expens-
es, it has a certain limit of 
full-coverage. 
In Malaysia, public 
hospitals funded by the 
government provide med-
ical services at low costs 
whereas consultations at 
government-based clinics 
are RM1 to all citizens. 
My mother works as an 
elementary school teacher, 
which is a civil service po-
sition, so she and her fami-
ly get free medical services 
at all government-based 
hospitals. Th is is a benefi t I 
wouldn’t get from any oth-
er country.
I am graduating from 
SJSU in less than one 
month, and I have to get 
a job in order to contin-
ue staying in this country 
and spending my Optional 
Practical Training (OPT). 
If I wish to stay here lon-
ger, I have to look for an 
employer who is willing to 
sponsor me for a work visa.
Th ese are the uncertain-
ties that I don’t have to wor-
ry about if I am a citizen of 
the country.
Th e same cannot be 
said in the United States, 
where the current pres-
idential administration 
goes out of its way to con-
test the legal status of its 
undocumented peoples.
I love my home coun-
try Malaysia because it 
has nurtured me, and 
most importantly, my sta-
tus in the land brings me 
to feel secure.
Unlike typical American identifi cation cards or passports, Malaysian identifi cation cards utilize a unique 12-digit 
number system to identify citizens. This number is representative of citizens’ birthdate, birthplace and gender.
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Modern retirement homes are just hospice
Cindy Cuellar
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Death is natural and 
growing old is inevita-
ble. You brush off  your 
fi rst white hair and then 
it turns into trying to 
smooth out a wrin-
kle and next thing you 
know, your own fami-
ly is starting to wonder 
what they are going to do 
with you.
Each ethnicity and cul-
ture has its own standards 
on whether or not put-
ting old folks into nursing 
homes is acceptable. 
Growing up in a Mex-
ican household, I always 
understood that family 
takes care of family. 
However, residential 
homes may be the only 
option for some families. 
Members may not be able 
to dedicate their time to 
care for aging relatives. 
Others are not so 
willing to leave their 
loved ones in the care 
of just any stranger and 
creating a disconnec-
tion with the rest of 
the family. 
More than 77% of 
white individuals use 
nursing homes compared 
to 14.2% of blacks, 5.3% 
of Hispanics and 1.7% of 
Asians across the Unit-
ed States, according to a 
2015 Nursing Home Data 
Compendium data col-
lection.
“I’m Mexican and usu-
ally we’re supposed to 
take care of our family 
members,” kinesiology se-
nior Silvia Huerta said. “I 
don’t think I’ve ever heard 
about there being any 
nursing homes in Mexico. 
Family members just take 
turns taking care of their 
older relatives.”
As Huerta said, within 
Mexican culture, younger 
generations are expect-
ed to care for their elders 
when they grow old. 
Being Mexican myself, 
nursing homes were nev-
er even a thought that 
crossed my family’s mind. 
My aunts and uncles 
would switch off  to watch 
over my grandparents be-
fore my mother arrived to 
do her part. 
As tedious as it was for 
my mother to stop work-
ing and go to Mexico, she 
did it because she loved 
them and knew she had 
to take care of her parents. 
For others, retire-
ment homes are the 
only option. Some peo-
ple may not have an ex-
tended family who can 
take care of them on a 
day-to-day basis. 
Taking care of a loved 
one requires a lot of at-
tention and assistance 
to bathe, change and 
feed them.
San Jose resident Ger-
aldine Cayabo explained 
how she and her family 
would take turns caring 
for her Lola, grandmother 
in Filipino culture, but re-
alized they had to make 
a change.
“We did it for a pret-
ty long time but at some 
point, everyone got super 
busy and all the cousins 
grew up and got jobs. No 
one was able to stay home 
to look aft er her, so the 
adults decided a nursing 
home was the best idea,” 
said Cayabo. 
Th e average cost 
of retirement homes 
in the United States 
is about $8,121 per 
month for a semi-pri-
vate room, according to 
Retirement Living. 
Financial reasons are 
one aspect that must be 
taken into consideration 
as nursing homes tend to 
be expensive. 
Th is fi nancial separa-
tion could create disad-
vantages for minorities. It 
is less accessible and rea-
sonable to use the money 
toward paying someone 
to watch over their loved 
one when they could do 
it themselves at home 
without paying thousands 
of dollars. 
Whether a culture 
deems nursing homes 
to be acceptable, it is 
up to the family to de-
cide if they wish to have 
older relatives live in 
nursing homes. 
As much as my parents 
annoy me, I would want 
to follow their footsteps of 
taking care of their moth-
er and father when they 
needed it. 
In the end, they were 
lucky enough for my 
grandparents to nurture 
and take care of them as 
children, the least they 
could do is return the 
favor aft er those painful 
adolescent years. 
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Listen to this 
playlist on Spotify: 
https://spoti.fi /2POfuWY
WHEN LOVE COMES TO TOWN 
U2 FT. B.B. KING 
selected by 
Nick Zamora 
YELLOW SUBMARINE
The Beatles
selected by
Jana Kadah
HOTEL CALIFORNIA
Eagles
selected by
Kayla Flores
HOME IS WHERE THE HATRED IS
Gil Scott-Heron
selected by
Vicente Vera
OLD STREET (ҡঅ)
(ଽิᒲ
selected by
Huan Xun Chan
HIDE IN YOUR SHELL
Supertramp
selected by
Eduardo Teixeira
ALL THE STARS
Kendrick Lamar ft. SZA
selected by 
Hugo Vera
CHICAGO
 Frank Sinatra 
selected by
Lindsey Boyd
APARTMENT
Young the Giant
selected by
Johanna Martin
I LEFT MY HEART IN SAN 
FRANCISCO 
Tony Bennett
selected by
Kelsey Valle
RAYA OH YEAH
Yuna
selected by
Winona Rajamohan
RIBS
Lorde 
selected by
Jessica Ballardo
CASTLE ON THE HILL 
Ed Sheeran
selected by
Melody Del Rio
SAFE HOME
Anthrax
selected by 
Mike Corpos
DAYS GO 
Keith Urban
selected by
Myla La Bine
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Live with your folks 
as long as you can
Caleb Ramos
STAFF WRITER
Follow Caleb on Twitter
@a1caleb
Home is where you 
have everything your 
heart desires. And the 
meals. And your mom.
Rather than occupy-
ing a small dorm with 
a messy roommate or 
sharing a small expen-
sive apartment with 
dozens of housemates, 
living at home during 
your college years is 
the smartest choice you 
could make. 
As of 2015, an av-
erage of 34.1% of 18 
to 34-year-olds live in 
their parents’ home, ac-
cording to the United 
States Census Bureau. 
I am included in that 
34% and damn proud 
of it.
I have lived with 
my parents my entire 
life. Choosing to stay 
at home for college 
is the best decision I 
ever made. 
Not only do I live 
rent-free, but I come 
home to meals provided 
by my family rather 
than having to live off 
ramen noodles and 
food provided at the 
Dining Commons. 
Do I sometimes get 
annoyed of living with 
my mother? Yes. 
However, I constantly 
reassure myself that she 
pays the bills, doesn’t 
charge me a dime to 
live under her roof and 
shows me much love.
Students should stay 
at home for college if 
they’re able to because 
they can save money 
that isn’t being spent on 
housing and instead use 
it toward buying a new 
car, taking occasional 
vacations or simply just 
saving that money for 
when they eventually do 
move out. 
Along with saving 
money, students who 
choose to live at home 
save themselves from 
taking out loans for 
living costs. 
Unless your parents 
hate you or are un-
der immense financial 
stress, they won’t charge 
you a penny to live un-
der their roof. 
Therefore, less loans 
will have to be pulled. 
College Board reports 
that the average room 
and board fees total 
$10,440 at public uni-
versities and $11,890 at 
private schools.
In addition, the very 
fact that we live, work 
and study in the Bay 
Area makes the no-
tion of living at home 
and commuting a 
daily reality. 
More than 85% of 
students at San Jose 
State commute. 
The Bay Area Com-
muter Benefits Program 
reports that roughly 
1/3 ride the VTA to 
campus, 3.9% bike and 
34.9% drive to campus. 
The numbers speak 
immense volumes. 
If you attend 
San Jose State then 
you are statistically 
more likely to be a 
commuter already. 
Knowing you’re not 
alone in this respect 
combats the nega-
tive stigma associat-
ed with living with 
one’s parents. 
Don’t get me wrong. 
It isn’t just the fiscal 
benefit of living at home 
that are beneficial; the 
familiarity of living at 
home is valuable as well. 
Moving away from 
your parents could be 
fun and all, but then 
you have to find new 
friends, adapt to a new 
environment and trust 
that you will survive off 
of your independence. 
In contrast, living 
at home allows you 
to network with your 
friends you’ve known 
throughout your high 
school years, earn a 
job close by and know 
the in and outs of 
your community. 
The unknown factors 
and learning how to live 
in a new town is just an 
additional burden stu-
dents shouldn’t place 
on their shoulders. 
So why not? Why 
not make it easier 
on yourself by living 
at home. 
Lighten the burden 
for your countless other 
classmates who are al-
ready on the waiting list 
for student housing.
You’ll save money, 
pocket funds for future 
endeavors and you’ll 
feel more familiar with 
your surroundings. 
COUNTERPOINTS
You’ll save money, pocket funds 
for future endeavors and  you’ll 
feel more familiar 
with your surroundings.
Should San Jose State 
students live at home 
or on campus?
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Living on campus 
prepares you for life
Roman Contreras
STAFF WRITER
Follow Roman on Instagram
@roaminroman_52
Get up and get out! 
From the fi rst time I be-
gan thinking about at-
tending college, I was ad-
amant about attending a 
university away from my 
home in Los Angeles. 
When you’re young, 
the thought of moving 
away from home can be 
intimidating. Navigating 
the “real world” alone 
is not something most 
people are jumping at the 
chance to do. Although, 
once you leave home you 
may very well see that it 
was one of the best de-
cisions you could have 
ever made.
According to an article 
from Econofact, 56.2% of 
fi rst-year college students 
in 2016 chose to attend 
a four-year public insti-
tution less than 50 miles 
from their home. Un-
fortunately, factors like 
cost played a large role in 
these decisions.
It’s true that attend-
ing a university a couple 
hundred miles away from 
home takes a toll on your 
fi nances. Th ough, odds 
are, things like fi nancial 
aid and loans will be of-
fered, so why not accept 
them and get away? 
When it came time to 
start college, I packed up 
all my belongings and 
made the move from 
sunny Southern Califor-
nia to Northern Califor-
nia to pursue my degree. 
Moving up north, I had 
no family near me. It was 
time for me to grow up 
and fend for myself. 
Th e reality of being on 
my own didn’t fully hit 
me until a month aft er 
moving into my fi rst col-
lege dorm. I saw that my 
life was really mine, and 
that I was free to make 
any and all choices that 
I deemed appropriate 
for myself.
Leaving home gave me 
the freedom to grow and 
discover who I wanted to 
be as a person. 
When you choose to 
stay in the bubble that 
is your home, you ar-
en’t allowed to fl our-
ish in the way you do 
when the only person 
you have to answer to 
is yourself. 
Living by someone 
else’s rules keeps you 
molded to the way that 
individual lives his life. 
Getting out and setting 
your own limits allows 
you to discover what re-
ally works for you, and 
your personality as an in-
dependent person. 
In fact, a 2016 arti-
cle from the New York 
Times found that 17,196 
California residents left 
the state for a university.
Being on your own 
prepares you for those 
obstacles that you would 
eventually encounter in 
the future. 
Learning how to over-
come and handle these 
situations early on will 
keep you from mak-
ing bad decisions later, 
when they may have a 
greater eff ect.
Going away for school 
has taught me how to take 
full responsibility for my-
self, my actions and my 
choices. When you know 
you no longer have mom 
or dad there to make sure 
that you wake up on time, 
eat, or wash your clothes, 
you attain the skills to en-
sure that you always take 
care of yourself and your 
well-being. 
Sure, drawbacks such 
as homesickness occur, 
and it will make you 
question if taking your-
self away from your com-
fort zone was the right 
move aft er all. 
Having a good group 
of friends around you 
will help you get through 
the adversity of living on 
your own during college. 
In these moments it’s also 
helpful to remember that 
your family is just a Face-
Time call away.
If that doesn’t convince 
you, you’ll also see a big 
change in your social life 
should you choose to 
venture away and dorm 
instead of living at home. 
Leaving home opens 
your eyes to a world you 
didn’t even know existed. 
It will almost feel like your 
own personal version of 
“Home Alone,” minus the 
robbers, hopefully.
Take the chance, 
and trust that you’ll 
become independent. 
If you make some 
mistakes, be happy you 
made them at a time in 
your life when the reper-
cussions won’t cost you 
something big.
Leaving home for school gives 
you the power to decide 
when you leave and 
when you come back.
ACROSS
1. An enclosure
5. Ancient Greek unit of 
length
10. Cards with 1 symbol
14. By mouth
15. Roof overhangs
16. Adhesive strip
17. Pearlescent
19. Ear-related
20. Not thin
21. New Zealand native
22. Make into law
23. Schemes
25. Automaton
27. Before, poetically
28. Arm armor
31. An unusually small 
individual
34. Quiver
35. Caviar
36. Assistance
37. Cleans
38. Sheltered spot
39. Estimated time of arrival
40. Mountain crest
41. Creepers
42. Radio
44. Lair
45. A small island
46. Spray can
50. Large-fl owered plant
52. Smidgens
54. Pair
55. Diatom
56. Contradict
58. Depend
59. Dim
60. Beers
61. Lock openers
62. Mentally prepare
63. Sailors
DOWN
1.  Hairdos
2. Deck
3. Paces
4. A late time of life
5. Benni
6. Anagram of “Coast”
7. Affi rm
8. Besmirch
9. Eastern Standard Time
10. Makes amends
11. Type of sailboat
12. Sweeping story
13. Religious offshoot 18. 
Manicurist’s board
22. If not
24. Offi ce fi ll-in
26. Trees of the genus Quercus
28. Breaks
29. Part in a play
30. D D D D
31. Expresses relief
32. Abominable Snowman
33. Egregiously
34. Interrogates
37. To endure (archaic)
38. Italian for “Wine” 
40. Cohort
41. Vice ___
43. Literary compositions
44. Famine
46. Loft
47. Grave marker
48. Proprietor
49. Loamy deposit
50. Recreational area
51. Away from the wind
53. Unique
56. Mug
57. Big wine holder
CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
  JOKIN’
AROUND
How do 
you make 
a Kleenex 
dance?
Put some 
boogie in it!
PLACE 
YOUR AD 
HERE
Place your 
Classifi ed 
Ads Online at 
Spartandaily.
CampusAve.com
Contact us at
408.924.3270
or email us at
SpartanDailyAdvertising
@gmail.com
Visit our offi ce at
DBH 213
Offi ce Hours:
1:30 - 4:15 P.M.
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Greek life feels like home to me
Courtney Vasquez
STAFF WRITER
When people think 
of Greek life, they often 
think of parties and 
the assumed ignorance 
of sorority and 
fraternity members. 
Pop-culture may 
have given Greek life 
somewhat of a bad 
reputation, but there 
is a lot more to it than 
most people realize. 
As a third-year 
member of the Alpha 
Xi Delta sorority, this 
experience has been 
nothing short of amazing, 
as it has provided me 
with new friends and a 
home away from home. 
Ever since I joined 
San Jose State Greek 
life in the Fall of 2016, 
I have made so many 
friends. Through my 
sorority, I now have 
connections and bonds 
that make my college 
experience worthwhile 
as well.
After two years of 
living in my sorority’s 
house, I have come 
to realize how it 
has affected my 
life positively. 
Instead of having 
to search for housing 
or roommates, I 
have both provided 
for me through my 
connections in Alpha 
Xi Delta. 
Living in this second 
home has given me 
roommates that I 
consider my best 
friends. Also, I am 
never lonely when 
I’m here because my 
sorority sisters are 
always around. 
When I used to live in 
the dorms on campus, 
I would feel lonely if 
my roommate left the 
room. Now that I live 
in the SJSU Alpha Xi 
Delta house, I always 
have someone to talk 
to and connect with 
on levels I have never 
experienced before.
Liberal studies senior 
Sydnee Kreuzberger, 
attests to the difference 
that her membership 
in the Alpha Omicron 
Pi sorority has made in 
her life.
“When you walk into 
the room, everyone 
is so welcoming,” 
Kreuzberger said. “It 
reminds me of home 
because you can literally 
come down with no 
makeup and you’re 
in sweats and no one 
will care.” 
Kreuzberger, a 
native of Southern 
California, was intent 
on immersing herself 
in Greek life for the 
sake of having a home 
when in San Jose. 
According to the  SJSU 
Alumni Association 
website, involvement 
in Greek life and 
other extracurriculars 
typically dips in 
c o m m u t e r - h e a v y 
universities like SJSU.
“I feel like [at the 
house] someone is 
always there. You always 
have friends and sisters 
and everything to hang 
out with, so it really is 
like a second home,” 
Kreuzberger said. 
Along with 
Kreuzberger, political 
science junior Xavier 
Solorio, said that his 
involvement in the Th eta 
Chi fraternity has given 
him a lot of new friends.
Also a native from 
Southern California, 
Solorio said his 
fraternity involvement 
compensated for his 
homesickness and 
the lack of people he 
knew coming into the 
Bay Area. 
“I actually grew up in 
the area of Long Beach. 
Coming up here, I 
didn’t have any family, 
no friends,” Solorio 
said. “It was kind of 
hard for me at first to 
adjust to that situation 
and being on my own.”
Aft er joining a 
fraternity, Solorio said he 
has also gotten to know 
his Th eta Chi brothers 
on a more personal level. 
“I can tell you one 
interesting fact about 
every single individual in 
this house. 
Now with that in 
mind, we are more 
than partying and all 
that,” Solorio said. “We’re 
all there for each other 
no matter what.”
Solorio went on 
to explain that even 
through challenging 
times in his life, his 
chapter brothers 
are always there to 
support him.
“I felt I was at my 
lowest when I was 
going through a lot of 
family issues and stuff 
that I wasn’t able to be 
at home for,” Solorio 
added. My fraternity 
came together to 
actually help support 
me through that 
process.” 
Similar to Solorio, 
my experience in Greek 
life has helped get me 
through difficult times.
Two months ago, my 
cousin passed away in a 
car accident. 
After such a tough 
week of grieving and 
processing, my sorority 
sisters in Alpha Xi 
Delta helped me in my 
time of grievance and 
loss, which showed 
how much they cared 
about me. 
Although Greek life 
can have a negative 
connotation at times, 
it can still be that home 
that many college 
students need when 
being far from family 
and friends.
Follow Courtney on Twitter
@courtney_megsss
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Although Greek life can have a 
negative connotation at times, 
it can still be that home 
that many college students 
need when being far from 
family and friends.
